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« Nothing but a law, declaring Bank-notes to be a legal tender of payment, can relieve the Bankers 
® nd the trading part of the community from the hardships to which they are now liable ; and, yet, 
“ the remedy must, in the end, be worse than the evil." Mr. Hosnovse. Speech in-the Hi of 


Gommons, 27th March, 1797. 
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PAPER AGAINST GOLD; » 
BEING AN EXAMINATION 
or THR 
Report of the Bullion Committee: 
IN A SERIES OF LETTERS 


TO TUE 


TRADESMEN AND FARMERS 
IN AND NEAR SALISBURY. 





Letter XVII. 


The Legal Tender-—Gold is the only legal 
nder for any sum above 25 pounds—Acts of 
he ith and 39th of Geo. II.—Mr. Hus- 
isson’s remark upon the legal tender—The 
fects of @ legal tender in paper—I llustrated 
y the case of New Jersey—Act against legal 
nder in paper, 4th Geo. III. chap. 34— 
ir. Huskesson’s mis-statement as to the no- 
hons entertained respecting the legal tender at 
ne passing of the Act of 1797—Mr. Sueni- 
AN’s prediction when the Act was moved for 
Sir F. Baring proposes to make the notes a 
gal tender—Mr. Pitt declines it for the 
csent — The Mansion House and other 
eetings:had, in some sort, the effect of law — 
the law as it now stands as to the legal tender 
if Bank of England notes——Country Bankers 


ray be compelled to pay their notes in Gold. 


Gentlemen, 
Before we “proceed in our inquiries. as 
» thé DURATION of the Act, which was 
he subject of the foregoing Letter, and 
by which the Bahk of Exigland was pro- 
ected against ‘the cash-demands of the 
olders of their prompeery notes ; before 
re proceed in these inquiries, which will 
cover matter not a little curious in itself, 
ind, very’ interesting as connected with 
wat 18 now going on; before we thus pro- 
ed I° must ‘beg your attention to ia 
npon the subject of 
GAL TENDER. i Mi Nee slbeas 


‘> 
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The truth is, that golg and gold only ie 
a legal. tender, in this kingdom, for any 
sum above 25 pounds, unless the silver 
be tendered in weight., This was settled 
by an Act, passed in 1774 (14 Geo. IIT. 
Chap. 42,) which act provided, that no 
tender in payment of meney made in the 
Silver Coin exceeding the sum of 25 
pounds, should be deemed a legal tender 
for more than its value by weight, at the 
rate of 5s. 2d. for each ounce of Silver, 
This Act continued in force for two years, 
when itexpired ; but it was again revived 
in the year 1799, and made perpetual, 
Thus, you see, that even Silver com was 
not, except in small sums, a legal tender, 
and is not a legal tender to this day. 


But, though the Bank of England notes 
were not by the Restriction, or Stoppagé 
Act, made a legal tender, 4) all intents and. 
purposes, they were made soto a certain 
extent ; for, by the tender of them 
in lieu of money, any debtor could escape 
arrest and also escape the giving of special 
bail ; and, as to the Bank of England, the 
Act not. onjy protected it against the de- 
mands of its creditors ; that is, against 
the holders_of its notes, but by the same 
Act, the Bank was to pay to the public, any 
thing due from. the former to the latter, 
in its notes, and not to be compellable to 
| pay in.Gold. or SHver,. This was going 
some way, at least, in making, bank ndtes 
a legal tender, and this seems to haye 
been overlooked by Mr. Husxisson, (a 
| Gentleman of whom we shall wa “agar 

to say by-and-by,) who in speaking o 
the p Bd dated a the Act of 1797, in 
our money system, observes, that that 
Act did. not repeal any of the former re- 
- gulations relating to the com, and that it 
did not alter the Act of the 39th of the 
King.. 4‘ It did not,” says he, ‘alter in 
« any respect the existing state of the law, 
« either as tothe weight or the fineness of 
“the gold coin; or the act of the 39th 
“ of the King,” I have qudtet this Gen- 
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quite sure that | I-clearly understand them: 
Mr. Husktssow is'a member of parliament, 
ama pensioner, and sich people are apt 
to talk ima style that common men cannot 
comprehend. Whether he means, here, 
that the weight and the fineness of the 
Act of the 39th of the King remained un- 
altered’; or, that the existing state of the 
law as to the act of the 39th of the King 
remained.unaliered ; or, that the Act of 
the 39th of the King did itself remain un- 
altered: which of tlrese may be his mean- 
ing, I cannot positively say; but, of this 
ain sure, that, in all the three supposi- 
tions; it was quite unnecessary to express 
such meaning, seeing that the Act, which 
be so positively and ‘carefully assures 
us was not altered by the Act of 1797, was 
not in existence at the time, and was not 
passed til two years afterwards. 


























The mischievousness of forcing paper- 
money upon a people are very asvell 
known. It has been most severely felt 
in all the countries where it ‘has been re- 
sorted to, and it has never failed, sooner 
or later, to annihilate the whole of the 
paper, attempted so to be forced upon the 
people. This was the case in all the 
States of North America, every one of 

» _ Which has, first or last, had a public debt, a 
” pap ey, a legal tender in paper, and a 
state bankrapicy. The last of the States, 
I believe, Chat clung to a fezai terder in 
paper, was NeW Jersey; and, the con- 
sequence was, that, even in the year 
1792, when I first went tothe United 
States, that page of the Union was still 
suffering from. the disreputation brought 
on itby the legal tender, which, before it 
was*put an epd to, had not only produced 
@ total sta@nation of trade, and had brought 
ruim upon’ thousands of people, but it had 
begun to drive tie people out of the 
State ;.and, had it not been put ‘an end to, 
. he State would, long ago, have been 


3 depopulated. 


But, we need not go abroad for any thing 
to convince us of the settled opinions of 




















































i He Pall statesmen and politicians as to the effects of } 
‘yt hi, 





ah a degul tender in paper. We have only to 
Hi look’ into our own Statute-Book, where we 
th shall find the thing sufficiently reprobated, 
as in the Act passed in the year 1763, which 
declares such a tenderto be discouraging 
and prejtidicial to trade and“ commerce, an 
the ‘cause of confusion in deulings and « 
lessening of credit; iti the Provinces where 
it was’ ose ; aut, Raving declared this; 
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(Dot 
having laid down these as princ;} 

Act goes on to forbid the 28 oe bam 
more such paper ; it makes void /i Acts 
of Assembly thereafter passed to establish 
or k€ep up such tender; and it inflicts 
a fine of 1,000 pounds (with immediate 
dismission, and future incapacity to fill 
any public office or place of trust) onany 


Governor, who shall give his assent to such 
Act of Legal Tender.* | 


Mr. -Husxtsson, who was one of the 
Bullion Committee, of the labours of which 
we shall soon see a good deal ; Mr. Hus. 
KISSON, who enjoys a large pension, paid 
out of the taxes raised upon the people, 
and who, therefore, ought to understand 
something of such matters; this Mr. Hus. 
KIssON (of: whom I shall have to tell yous 
great deal before we have done) has ju» 
published a pamphlet, under the title ol, 
« The Question concerning the Deprecia- 
“tion of our Currency stated and ex- 
“ amined;” to the doing of which he 
was, it would seem, like Rosa Matida, 
reluctantly forced by the pressing partiality ¢ 
friends. ©'This “Mr. Huskisson, in bis 
pamphlet, which is, apparently, intended 
to justify his conduct as a member of the 
Bullion Committee, has said, that, “i It 
“had been proposed, at once to make 
«« bank notes a legal tender, and, in «ect 

* Fourtu Year, Geo. IL. Chap. bt 
An Act ‘to prevent Paper Bills of Credit, 
hereafter to be issued in any of bis Me 
jesty’s Colonies or Plantations 1 Avs 
rica, from being declared to be 4 Ks 
tender in Payments of Money; aud X 
prevent the legal Tender of such Bills s 
are now subsisting from being prolong: 
beyond the periods limited for are= 
and sinking the same,——W hereas .. 
quantities of Paper Bills of Credit | : 
created and issued in his Majesty’ . 
lonies or Plantations 10 America, y 
virtue of Acts, Orders, org rem 
Votes of Assembly, making and 0 bs 
stich Bills of Credit to be legal Tex 2 bs 
payments of Money. And whereas ed in 
Bills of Credit have greatly gw ts 
cir wale, by. means whereot Det 
been discharged with a much less di varet? 
was contracted for, to the great usc to 
ment and Prejudite of the Trade - pert 
merce of his Majesty’s Subjects, , y pee 
sioninig Confusion in Dealings, 20 ns 
Credit in the said Colonics © Oo. 
tions :-———Thie Act then proceeds 3 
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« terms, to enact, that every man should 
« thenceforward be obliged to receive 
« them as equivalent to the gold coin of the 
«yealm, such @ proposition would have ex- 
« cited universal alarm, and would ‘have 
« forcibly drawn the attention of the legis- 
«|ature and the public to the nature of 
« our circulation and to the consequences 
« of -uch an innovation. But, certainly, 
« nothing of the sort was in the contemplation 
«of any man when first the suspension act 
«was passed.’ But, is this ¢rue, Mr. 
Huskisson ? Your memory fails you, I 
hope; for, not only was it in the con- 
templation of many persons; but several 
Epersons said, that, én effect, the bank notes 
would become a legal tender, and that, they 
would, of course, depreciate. 


Gentlemen, it is at all times right, that 
the ruth should be known, respecting the 
onduct and the characters of men in any- 
ise entrusted with the management of 
e public aflairs; and, at ¢his time, and 
specially as relating to this most im- 
portant subject, it is right that no part of 
the truth should be hidden. With this 
onviction in my mind, 1 shall be rather 
minute in my references to what was said 
it the time when the Act of 1797, which 
protected the Bank against the demands 
pi the note-holders, was under discussion. 
p The bill, as was stated in my last, was 
moved for by Pirr on the 9th of March ; 
nd, during the debate of that very day, 
Mr. Fox contended, that, if the bill passed, 
é property of the Stock-holder must, at 
bnce, be depreciated in value; and, Mr. 
DHERTDAN said, that « he believed, that we 
should not long be able, after the inun- 
dation of paper to which this system 
gave birth, to stop them from making 
bank notes @ legal tender, and then adicu 
to the appearance of specie at the Bank, 
and soon afterwards to the real xalue of 
the Bank note.’ When the bill was 
nder discussion on the 27th of March, 
'. Pirr having said, that the clause, 
‘specting the bar to arrests for debt, did 
ot go the length of making Bank-notes a 
‘gal tender, nor to. take away the power 
the creditor. to pursue the debtor ia the 
“at Course of law, in order to obtain pay- 
nen: tn cash, Sic Francts Bawne said, 
Pat he saw no mieans of avoiding the evil.’ 
, 2& apprehended by bankers: and mer- 
hants bat that of making Bank-notes a 
eat tender; and Mr. Den was for mak- 
§ Bank-notes a legal tender during the 
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suspension of ¢ash paymentss Now, what 
did Mr. Pirrsay,.in answer to this sog- 
gestion from his friends?, He sail, that 
“as to making Bank-notes a degal tender, 
“he thought, that, if é¢ was possible to 
“« meet the present difficulty without its it 
“ought to be met without it; that, upon 
“a subject of so much difficulty and un- 
“certainty, no man could speak with con- 
« fidence; but, that as /ong as the circula- 
« tion rested upon paper taken by consent, 
“he thought it would not be edviseadle 
“to haveat taken by compulsion.” 


Upon this ground, the Act was passed ; 
and, it is very-clear, that one of the ob- 
jects of the short duration of the first Act, 
which was passed for only 51 days, was, to 
see whether people were inclined to have 
recourse to the law to compel payments a 
cush for debts due from private individuals 
to other private individuals. Every means, 
as we have seen, had been taken to pres 
vent this. A planned Meeting of Bankers 
aud Merchants had been held at the Man- 
sion House in London, and its resolutions 
for taking and circulating Bank-notes 
had been issued under the ‘sanction of 
the then Lorp Mayor. Similar resola- 
tions had been issued from. the several 
benches of Justices at the quarter sessions; 
in all the counties; and, indeed, as these 
resolutions were signed by the Clerks of 
the Peace, and had about them all the air 
of acts of authority, the effect upon the 
farmers and tradesmen in general was 
nearly the same as that of an Act of Par- 
ment, making Bank-notes a legal tender. 
If these means had failed, however; there 
can, I think, be very little doubt, that the 
measure of making Bank-notes a legal 
tender would have been adopted ; for, the: 
only reason which Pitt offers, as we sce 
above, for not doing it at once, is, that the 
people seemed, at present, to be disposed to 
take the Bank-notes as cash without con 
pulsion ; and, he very clearly meant, that, 
if the people refused to consider them as 
cash, compulsion must and would be te- 
sorted to. 


And yety after all thiss and with these: 
facts recorded in.the Parliamentary Pro-«' 
ceedings of the time, Mr. Huskisson, who’ 
was actually in-office undér Prrt or Dun- 
pas when»the measure was discussed; » 
with allthis before his eyes, this Gentle.» 
mag, telis public, that neither the 
making of “notes a legul—tender nor-. 


any thing of the-sors was in the contemplation 
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_ of any man at the-time when the Act for 
the suspension of cash payments was 


peed ; and that any proposition of the 
ind would have ercited universal alarm, 
and would have forcibly drawn the at- 
tention of the legislature and the public to 
the possible consequences of such an in- 
novation ! 


Here, Gentlemen, we have an instance 
either of the incorreciness, | might say, the 
tgnorance, or the insincerity, of Mr. Hus- 
kisson, who, to say the truth, is not with- 
out his temptations, as we shall by-and- 
by see, te draw a veil over the origin and 
the conduct of the originators of the mea- 
sure of protecting the Bank against the 
demands of the note-holders ; to do which 
it was:absolutely necessary either to make 
Bank-notes a /egai tender, or to do some- 
thing that should answer the same pur- 
pose. To make them a legal tcnder by 
law, at once, would, indeed, have been a 
thing so shameful as not to be endured, 
in the face of the principles Jaid down by 
the parliament, in the Act of the 4th year 


_of Geo. III., above quoted. To passa law 


making English Bank-notesa legal tender, 
putting English Bank-notes upon a level 
with the colonial paper mentioned in that 
Act; to make Bank-notes the degraded 


thing there described, was what could not 


be thought of, until all the means of 
avoiding it had been tried; but, it is, 
nevertheless, very clear, that, ifthe -cir- 
culating ; if the promulgating (with all 
the appearance of official authority) of the 
resolutions from the Mansion House and 
from the benches of county Justices; it 
is very clear, that if these had failed in 
giving currency to the Bank-notes, these 


_Rotes would have been made a legal tender 


in all cases, and to all intents and purposes 
whatever, They are a legal tender from 
the ] itself. They are a legal tender 
to the Stock-holder in payment of his 
toidends. No man can sue the Bank 
coppany on account of their refusing to 
im gold for any of their promissory 
notes of which he may be the holder; 
nor can any Stock-holder sue the Bank 
Company on account of a refusal to pay 
him the amount of his Uividends in cash. 


They are certainly not a legal tender be- 
tween man and man, any further than as 
far as relates to the barring of an arrest 
and of the necessity ft, special bail. You 
Sannot arrest, or demand special bail from, 

Mme SS OB EES 
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nd ' 
but, you may sue him in ne bther me’ 


Hof your debt in Bank of Ea 


The tender of Bank-notes 
_ debtor from arrest and from being obliged 
to give special bail, in the first instance 

but, it does not protect him against being 
finally compelled to pay in cash. If for 
instance, GRIZZLE GREENHORN owes either 
of you a hundred pounds; or, which is q 
better illustration, perhaps, if you hare 
in your hands a hundred and five pounds 
in amount of the notes of Messrs. Paprp. 
Kite & Co. Country Bankers, and you 
have a mind to have gold for those notes, 
looking forward to a time when you may 
want them, and having a greater aitach- 
ment to the king’s picture than to the 
arms and crests of Paperkite & Co. Jy 
such a case, you go to Paperkite with his 
| notes, and demand payment of them. He 

tenders you, as-a matter of course, Bank 
of England notes to the amount of those 
of his own which you present tor pay: 
ment;. but you, tn. pursuance of your 
design to be possessed of a hundred of the 
king’s pictures, demand gold, and stick to 
that demand. If he cannot, or will not, 
pay you in gold, you cannot arrest him ot 
compel him to put in speciad bail, but, you 
cah. bring the ordinary action of debt 
against him, the decision of which is sure 
to. be in your favour with the usual costs, 
and, while the action is geing on, he's 
obliged to deposit the Bank of England notes 
tn court, as,the ground of being protectet 
in the meanwhile agaimst arrest and against 
the demand of special bail; and, if be 
does not make this deposit, you can even 
arrest him, as in any other case of refusai 
or inability to pay. 


Secures the 


“ 


Thus, Gentlemen, stands the law, with 
regard to the legality of a tender of Bank 
of England. notes. The Tax-gatheret 
cannot refuse them in payment of laxes, 
the Stockholder cannot refuse them 
payment of his dividends; and the wei 
holder cannot demand cain for ef 
the Bank Company or of any body es 
of whom he has once:received them 10 Pp?" 
ment; but, any private individas! 1a 
refuse them in payment of money 
him from any body hag, she = — 

any ; and, may proceed to recove' I". 
meat "in real en jn.the way above 
described. 


Thinking it desirable to keep ‘i ee 
ject of the Legal Tender distinct °° 
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jraving® necessarily a good deal ‘to say 
upon the latter subject, and much interest- 
ing matter to develope, I shall mot enter 
‘thereon till my next Letter; and, in the 
meanwhile, I remain, 
Gentlemen, 
Your faithful friend, 

) W™. Cosserr. 
State Prison, Newgate, Monday, 

November 19, 1810. 





SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 


Kixe’s ILuness.—-—The accounts which, 
upon this subject, are given in the news- 
papers, are’so very different; and indeed, 
so directly opposite to one another, that it 
is next to impossible to knew what to be- 
lieve, or what to guess at. The Official 
reports, or bulletins, as they are called, 
may mean any thing, or nothing, just as 
the interpreter is disposed to think, or to 
wish. ‘Ihe’ Morning Post of’ Friday and 
Saturday last told us, that the King had not 
sonly had enterviews with Lords Chesterfield 
and Cambden, but that he had attended to 
several points of business, The Times 
news-paper ‘had said the same thing ; 
but, yesterday (Monday, the 19th) it 
icontradicted its former statements, thus: 
“Iu the eagerness of our anxiety for his 
}' Majesty’s recovery, we naturally catch 
“at every rumour of a favourable natare. 
“It was in this spirit that we stated on 
Friday, that two noblemen, Lords Cam- 
“den and Chesterfield, had been admitted 
“to an interview with the King in the 
“course of last week; and that various 
* points of public business had been sub- 
“mitted to his Majesty. We feel the 
“ deepest regret in being under the neces- 
“ sity of stating, that there is not the small- 
“ est foundation for these reports. For up- 
P wards of three weeks his Majesty has in 
“ho instance exercised the functions of 
“ sovereignty ; nor have the noblemen imen- 
‘ tioned been admitted to his presence. We 
way even add, that no branch of the 
“ Royal Family has seen the august head 
‘of it during the above period. We the 
a more readily adopted the flattering re- 
‘ ports that were in circulation, as they 
* ey in a great measure, sanctioned by 
. ~ declarations of Ministers in both 
_ touses on the preceding day.”——The 
falshood of the Morning Posi was, indeed, 
rather too flagrant to mislead any body; 
“< it said, that the King had attended to 
mam before Friday ; so that, he must 
vedone it on Thursday, and that was the 
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(870 
day, upon which the Parliament met ; and 
on which it was next to jimpossible that 
the fact, if true, should vot have been 
stated.——To day (Twestay, 20th) the 
Morning Post tells us, that it has the inex- 
pressible happiness to announce the great 
amendment that has taken place in the 
King’s disorder, and it then proceeds fur-> 
ther to state, that “ Though his Majesty 
“has not yet exercised any dct of Sove- 
“reignty it is certain that he has of late, 
“more than once, spoken voluntarily of 
“‘ the state of things created by his illness, 
“and the. proceedings conséquent upon 
“them; nor is it less true that he has ac- 
«© tually attended for three hours to the arrange- 
“ ment of the household of the much lamented 
« Princess Amevia.””—— From the bulle- 
tins, no one would believe this to be trues 
and, considering the source whence it pro- 
ceeds, there can, I think, be little doubt of 
its being ‘wholly false. At the motive, 





which this venal writer has for promalgat- 


ing such falsehoods, it is very easy ‘to 
guess; and, it is my duty to caution the 
public against being deceived by them. 
——The state of uncertainty, in which we 
are placed by these contradictory reports, 
cannot, ‘however, be of long duration. 
There must soon be an Oficial and specific 
report made upon the subject, which will 
leave no room tor these frauds, practised 
upon a credulous people by a venal vender 
of paragraphs. Hypocrisy and fraud, low 
cheating cunning, the budget of tricks 
of these prostituted pen-men, are capa- 
ble of doing much. They have, done 
much ; they, with thejr aids, have cre- 
ated and kept up a delusion as com- 
plete, as ar and perhaps, as 





fatal, as amy thay ever existed in 
the world; but, ¥ there are certain 
things which they cannot do; there are 
certain bounds to the success of their 
falshoods and their frauds; and, though 
we live in an age when falshood and. hypo» 
crisy have met with such success, I flatter 
myself with the hope of living to see these 
two most mischievous vices a little Jéss 
fashionable in England than they now are. 
The publishing falshoods, known 
falshoods, is, with prints like the Morning 
Post, a system ; settled method af proceed. 
ing ;.a tixed line of conduct. - ‘The writer, 
or writets, know well that all intelligent 
persons will, at. once, perceive not only 
the falsehoods, but the motives whence 
they are published. They also know 
very weil, that the whole of the public, 
including the stupid creatures whom they 
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intend ta eheat with these falsehoods, will, 
"ere long, perceive them. But, with all 
this beiore their eyes; with the certainty 
of being and of meriting to be, objects of 
coniempt and of scorn with -all inen of 
sense and oi worth, they proceed on, 
quite regardless of the consequences, pre- 
vided they can secure the delusion of the 
twenty four hours m which they are 
writtng, On Saturday fast, the 17th 
mstant, there was published in the same 
print, an a:ticle worthy of notice, as it 
touches upon the measures,to be adopted in 
case the King should not recover. This isa 
matier wiich interests one; because 
much must depend upon it._—-I will 
here insert the article, and offer such re- 
marks upon it as appear te me hkeiy to 
be useful. “Although the attention 
‘which fis Mazesiy hus paid to business, 
‘‘ within the last few days, has been the 
“cause of some. return of fever, we 
“are most cordially rejoiced at stating 
“(that every account concurs in repre- 
«senting his Majesty as likely to be soon 
«completely restored to his affectionate 
* People.—It is therefore Jess necessary 
.“ than ever, as well as less becoming, to 
“ speak of the measures, which the two 
* Houses of Parliament would have adopt- 
“ed, in the event of his Majesiy con- 
“tinuing unable to attend to public bu- 
“ siness. But we cannot omit a few com- 
“ments upon a most extraordinary ar- 
“ticle which appeared in the Morning 
« Chronicle of yesterday—premising, how- 
‘‘ ever, that we will not be drawn into a 
* controversy upon subjects which do not 
* vequire Ciscussion..—Nothing can be 
* more entirely misrepresented than the 
“« proceedings of Thursday, if they’ are 
** made to authorise the idea, that in the 
*“ event of a Regency becoming necessary, 
«the Heir Apparent to the Throne would 
“be declared, ve june,’ Regent. This 
‘claim of divine and indefeasible right 
« was brought forward, not by the Prince 
“himself, but by Mr. Fox and Lord 
“ Loughborough, in 1788. It was no 
“sdoner urged, than those who urged it 
“wished to avoid a decision upon it. 
* But it was then'too late 5 it was neces- 
“sary to decide, and the claim was most 
“decisively rejected’ At the time, there 
“was not any precedents either in favour 
“of the chim or against it. The pre- 
“cedeut then created, is certainly as de- 
“ Cisive as a precedent can be. There 
“was not then; fords there. now; any 
“doubt as (0 the'persen ‘tobe appointed | 
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“ Regent ;—there were Many difference: 


bj with respect to bis powers; and we ad. 

mit, that many of the Circumstance: 
“which should guide the judgment i 
“this respect now, are materially altered 
“« since 1788. But the question of abso. 
“¢ lute or limited Regency is not NeECessa- 
“rily connected, though it has been most 
“improperly confounded, with that of the 
“ indefeasible right of the Regency. Sue) 
“a right would imply anabsolute Regen: 
“ but the rejection of the claim of right 
“does not necessarily imply a limited 
“Regent. The discussion of Claims of 
“Right is always to be avoided, if possi. 
“ble. In the present case,-even if the 
“ hopes of his Majesty’s speedy ind entire 
“ recovery were less. strong, ti does pot 
“ appear that such a discussion would be 
at all required. Ou the practical question, 
“that is, as to whut is fit to. be done, ther 
* would not, we ure convinced, be any inuteria! 


“ difference of opinion between the jx: sons by 
“« whom the measures would probably be pro- 
“ posed, anid those more immediately uil-resied 
the theoretical questions, we 
“trast, would be avoided on ail bands. 
“«—We take this opportunity of correct- 
‘ing the mis-statement of a Weekly J’ud- 
“ lication, m which it was insinuated that 
“in 1788, there was an intention cf joii- 
« ing others in the Government with the 
« Prince of Wales. The fact ts, that the 
« Prince was to have been sole Regent, 
<< under certain restrictions, the principal 
« of which were, that he should nos, for 
“three years, grant pensions for lite, or 
« Peerages. ‘Phe Queen was fo hare 4 
« Council, to assist in the care of his Ma 
« jesty’s person and household; an! - 
“may possibly have led the Wee y 
« Writer into his mistake.—It is badly 
* necessary to advert to what is said, as 
« to the Irish Bishops, &c. sitting 1 Con 
«vention. The Livery of London, Zz 
« Freeholders of Middlesex, might equ 
«ly elaim-that right !?’—-Fiest: 
y crarm s 7 lion the 
reader will see, that on the day when" 
bulletin stated the King to have srpagre 
this writer ascribes it to the aéfeniion 7 
the King had paid to business, which was, i. 
are here teld, the cause of the ren o r 
fever._—Srconp: This writer aera’ 
divine and indefeasible right, with her = bis 
right. With respect to the gerne a 
been denied, and the nation, m ¢ on 
king, at the time of the Revolution, , 
upon the principle of the denis. 
teen et sory rate ing Post (8 
does this writer, in the Mornme of bi 
by-the-bye, from’ thie decency 
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“language, appears to be but an occasional 
| writer), mean to deny-the hereditary right ? 


 ¢ exercise the functions of Royalty. If 
| this right be not in the Heir Apparent, it 
| is, of course, in nobody. 
‘settle the point? If a Regent is to be 
§ chosen, he may or may not be of the Royal 
Family. Step aside from the line of de- 
scent, and there is no boundary left. Be- 


' Parliament? Why, if they can do this 
without the King’s assent, what can they 
) not do? They cannot authorize the mak- 
Fassent; and yet, according to this writer, 
= son, any person, to supply the place of thie 
King himself, to the exclusion of his heir 


Sand even the whole of bis family; for, 


Ption, that the Prince of Wales’s claim of 
Pright to the Regency was unfounded. The 


Bscent or by election; if the former, which 
Bb this writer denies, then the Prince’s claim 


ethe choice might fall upon any body else 


‘Which, I take it, is a doctrine for the 


Snot the same that writes in the Morning 
Post generally) throws out, that the times 


questions ; and that there wiil, he is con- 


@ 





And this, I think, he must deny, before he 
denies the right of the Prince of Wales to 
be Regent, in case of the King’s incapacity 


Who, then, is to 


sides, who is to choose the person to supply 
the place of the King? The two Houses of 


ing of a Turupike Road without the King’s 


o 
they can'appoint, of their own will, a per- | 


this is @ necessary deduction from the asser- 
Regency, like the crown, must go by de- 


of right was undoubted ; and if the latter, 
as well as one of the Royal Family. 


preaching of which an accusation of Ja-> 
cohinism and even of treason would not have 
Satisfied the venal tribe, if 1 had been thie 
preacher. Turep : this writer (who is 





and ,circumstances are altered now; that 
it is desirable to avoid the theoretical 


inced, be very little difference of opinion 
between the persons by wham the measures 
would probably be propased and those 
more immediately interested in them. 
Very well. I am glad tp hear-this, not 
being able to persuade myself, that the 
Prince would be content| with any thing 
‘short of the whole of the ki gly power and 
‘authority. Yet, though) circumstances 
are altered, I cannot see, {hat they are so 
much altered as to make wholly unfitting 
the measure contained in the propositions 
of 1788, of it was futing then. So far, 
however, was that measure from. bei 
fitting, that it was, as his Royal Highness 
himself (see page 885,) dekcribed it: « a 
“ project for producing weakness, and 








* dwerder, and insecurity im every branch 
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“of the administration of affairs; a pro- 
«« ject for dividing the Royal Family from 
each others for separating the court 
« from the state; a scheme disconnecting 
“the authority to command service from 
“the power of animating it by reward, 
‘and for allotting to the. Prince all the 
“insidious duties of the government, 
« without the means of sofiening them to 
“the public, by any one act of grace, 
« favour, or benignity.’’ This was the 
description, which the Prince himself gave 
of the scheme that was proposed to him. 
Whether I was right, then, in my former 
description of the thing which Pirr meant 
to set up instead of the kingly office, let 
the reader judge. This writer in the 
Morning Post affects to believe, that I had 
fallen into a mistake, and that I meant, that 
it was proposed, in 1788, to make some 
other persons joint Regents with the Prince. 
I meant no'such thing, and I could mean 
no such thing, having, as I had, all the 
proceedings before my eyes. 1 meant 


7 








“what was really the fact, that the scheme 


of 1788 was intended to keep from the 
Prince all real power.——This writer tells 
us, that the Prince Was to be sole Regent. 
He does, indeed, allow, that there was te 
be A COUNCIL to assist the QUEEN, 
who, under the advice of this Council, was 
only to have the care of the King’s person; 
only that, and management of the house- 
hold-and the appointment of the officers there- 
in, such as master of the horse, lords of 
the bedchamber, &c. &c. &c.; only that 
and, which I had like to have forgotten, 
the management of the King’s privy purse 
of sixty thousand pounds a year; only 
these little matters were to be left in the 
hands of the QUEEN and COUNCIL, 
while the Prince was to be denied the 
power of making peers, or of granting any 
office in reversion, or any pension, or an 

place whatever, except for the King’s 
pleasure; and, of course, no such grant or 
appointment could have any security.—-— 
Well might the Prince complain, as he 
did complain, that this was an attempt to 
degrade both him and the kingly office, 
Who is there so blind as not to see, that, 
under the operation of such a scheme, the 
Prince could have had no real power; and, 
that, if it had continued long, the kingly 
office must have fallen into the state that 
His Royal Highness anticipated ? ——~ 
Yet does Mr. Groncx Rost the Elder, 
speak of the Minister’s conduct upon that 
eccasion in strains ef the highest eulo- 
gium, ‘ At that juncture,’ says he, 
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heen’suffeented by the tormer jothat Spain 
had arrived at the height of its glory with- 
out the Jiberty of the press; and without 
it; also, had raised its. voice against the 
oppressor, He repeated, what the clerzy 
of France had told their king ;—that this 
fatal liberty had: introduced into England 
an infnitv of sects, which filled the island 
and the threne with horrors, and which 
would one day destroy the ‘constitution of 
which it boasted, as that of France was 
lost ;sthat it was much better to be rude 
andgood, than knowing and bad, like the 
French ; that the executive power always 
had the greatest influence upon the press, 
even though itiwas free, so that the press 
and its liberty would be as the government. 
—~Munoz Torneo observed, that the Ling- 
lish held it as a fundamental principle, 
and a declared right of the \nation, to 
watch over the agents whom it ap- 
pointed; that this right was exercised 
through the press, in such a way, that 
what is done in Parliament being pub- 
lished, the most obscure individual could 
speak what he thought, and enlighten at 
the same time the parliament and the 
nation, ,Woulld to God. it -had_ never 


been said fiom the pulpits, that the Deity” 


had inspired Charles 1V.to place power in 
the hands of Godoy, when he gave him 
the Admiralty, and when the liberty of the 
press existed only for such assertions. He 
did not speak of leagned men only, but of 
the whole, nation, who had. a right.to de- 
clare their opinions. This was not a the- 
ory without practice, but what was alread: 
established by the constitution in England. 
It was the grossest error to. say, that the 
nation had not the right.to.declare its opi- 
nions, and yet that its. deputies possessed 
that right ;. that when Ferdinand arrived, 
he would. possess more force than the exe- 
cutive. power; and then, if. there was no 
prblic opivion, nor the .means of esta- 
lishing .it}-he. might destroy, whea. be 
chose, the Cortes, of the nation, as Godoy 
had. done,, because there was no public 
opinion, nor the means of freely establish- 
ing it, He shewed, that the French 
Bishops didnot perform their duties; and 
among other proofs, he mentioned thet. of 
70 of them being present at an,entertain~ 
ment given..by the Conde de Aranda. 


~The best and strongest, bulwark against 


vice was.the moral and religiovs educa- 
tion of 1 


the Citigens.. “4 e. distinguished the 


civil. and religious toleration of the Eng-. 


lish, from, that libenty of she press which 
ps wished to establish,.. The wise alone 


POLITICAL REGISLER.—Ofidial Papers. 





(984 
the whole -of the: Cilizens: -These nless 
were general ine Salamanca, Madrid Ba 
dajoz, and _in’ numerous > other ve 
(Here Montes observed, that :in Galicia 
the measure would be received with plea. 
sure.) Torrero-concluded, observing, that 
the army were in favour of the. liberty of 
the press ; adding, that he had not de. 
duced his opinions from the: rights of 
man, but from principles which he had 
weighed.—-AnGueELtes said, thateven SUp. 
posing the opinion of Galicia was againg 
the liberty of the press, and though the 
Cortes should be deceived in supposing 
that the general opinion was for it, yet j: 
was indispensable to allow it; for by it 
alone could the general opinion be ascer. 
tained.— Morros observed, that this was 
an affair of conscience, and ought to be 
decided by theologians and the holy 
fathers; that th< Council of Treat, in its 
sth and 19th sessions, pronodnced against 
the liberiy of printing even books whieh 
treated of politics and the fine arts; that 
the council of Lateran prohibited every 
kind of books without a previous revisal; 
that the Cortes ought not to issue a de- 
claration contrary to so many pious.regd- 
lations, &c.—Moraces replied, that the 
Bull quoted by Mérros only spoke of the 
books of heretics known to be such— 
Ottveros observed, that the fathers in the 
first ages of the church cried out for the 
liberty of writing, for, printing was thea 
unknown; the greatest persecution of the 
church was in ‘the time of Julian, who 
prohibited all: their books. 


Oct. 18.—The discussion on the liberty 
of the press was resumed.—OLIVEROS said, 
that at present, in the great persecution 
the, French church, this. liberty 4s pr 
hibited ; and that in Spain lodges eee 
masons) are establishing, which will ’ 
stroy religion; that obscure intrigue “ 
formed in darkness; and: that had we 
been for the people, a revolution We 
have broke out in Madrid in 1795, ae 
| would have deluged the kingdom A 
blood; that. if this liberty was pore 
blished, those persons would come wn 
thé-upper. baad, who affect ee 
in order. to -obtain. power—to be ne 
dukes, peers, &c.; and-that, 1 sed 
means. of the liberty of the press rp so 
is. a steady ‘and morab nation ig 
added, that nenher a Holy ae ‘ ’ 
Council could: be mentioned op 
-bited iwriting.—Jt was then Pm 
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a mously agreed . that it had.—It was. then 
slaves, discussed, whether the voting sheuld be 
Baliig public orsecret. On this there were dif- 
| plea ferent opinions; and though’ Arguelles 
that } was of opinion the votes should be taken 
erty of inthe ordinary form by those who ap- 
not des roved rising up, other Deputies expressed 
hts of a wish that the voting should be private, 
he had | because thus there would. be more free- 
ef SUP. -dom.—On this some debate took place; 
against and though all means were had recourse 
gh the to, to support this opinion, yet Luxan rose 
posing and observed, that it was the wish of the 
, vet it / Spanish nation that they should. all ‘be 
or by it heroes; thativrequired firmness and con- 
acer. stancy, not only in those who were in 
his was favour of the tiberty of the press, -but ia 
it to be those who were againstit; that the nation | 
holy would look with the. same aspect vpon 
ty in its ‘those who heroi¢aliy gave. their vote for 
| against the liberty of the press, and upon those 
5 which who with virtue and constancy voted 
is; that Fagainst it; since both acted equally fromr 
id every asense of duty, and were equal in its eyes: 
revisaly —This question was then put, and it was 
ve a dee almost unauimously carried that the voting 
yus.regu> should be public. , . 
that the 
eof the Sitting of October 19,—-A letter was read 
such— from the Minister of Finance, in which he 
ra in the informed the Cortes, that the Counci) of 
- for the Hinance. was sworn: in, wnd-also its ife - 
vas. then nor officers——Carmany declared his opi- 
on of the mon in-favour of the liberty of the’press; 
jan, who and upen wishing to speak at’ greater 
| length, he was informed that the discus: 
ion was closed.—The Cortes then pro- 
ne liberty eded to a vote on the plan for the liberty 
gros said, the press; which took place publicly, 
ecution ani every deputy was asked his opinion 
was pro by name. The votes being counted; the 
ug (of free sult was, that the Political Liberty of the 
will de- #sess was carried by 70 votes against $2; 
rignes ate M which last 9. were only against it forthe 
had it not resent. The other 3.articles of the plan’ 
ion — tre then discussed and approved of, +> 
95, wie ‘ phates 
Jom with ‘ittinc of Ocroser 27.—The Sitti 
; not esta S secret; it tasted from seven in the 
ne 0 have ening of yesterday, till half-past three 
splicanis i the afternoon of this day. W hat ought 
be kings “not to expect: from eur august Cons: 
» fines bY ves, when wecsee: it, atthe expence of’ 
‘ kngland "interrupted fatigue, oceupied nightand. 
Mona “yan the great work of the liberty and 
ther nor4 ae of Spain? Iomortal glory, eter. 
ich probe gratitude tothe Fathers of their:Coun- 
vat to Ue ¥, whose mameishali be:prenounced with 
ap Pct and gratitude by allfutare ¥ 
‘~The, Senars Don Joaquin Blake, 
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 Giscussed; When “it was almost unani- 
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Don ‘Gabriel ‘Ciscat, ard Don Pedro Agar, . 
have’ been appointed to the Executive 

Power; and to supply the’places:of the 

two first; who are absent; Senor Puig; and 

the Marquis del Palacio... hf 


Sirtinc or Ocropen 28.—At ten in the 
morning the Sitting commenced in pris 
vate, and continued till four in the after- 
nooh, when it was miade public. The 
Senors’Don Pedro Agar, the Marquis det 
Palacio; and Don Josef Maria Puig en- 
tered, to take the oath.__Senor Agar tovk 

| it in the established form. © The Marquis 
of Palacio followed, who swore to the two 
first ariicles of the formula; aud to the 
third he added, * I do swear without pre- 
judice to the oaths which I have already 
taken to King Ferdinand the VIIth.” ‘The 
meeting and the public were*surprised ; 
the President observed, that this act ‘did 
not admit of more words than those that 
were set down, “ I acknowledge and 
swear ;”” but that, if the Marquis was not 
properly acquainted with the formula, it 
should be repeated tohim, The Secretary 
accordingly read it a second time, and 
the Marquis observed, that ‘the point was 
delicate; and an affair of conscience; that 
he did not refase to take the oath, but that 


—— 





a 


he had’ mage the addition to it to quiet his , 


conscience M. AncuEries stated, that 
the oatt should be taken in the @stablishect 
form; remarking, ‘as well ‘as Gatcia Her 
reros, and Munos ‘Torrero,' that the’ Mar- 
quis was called thetc to take the oath, as 
all the other bodies ‘and: authorities” had: 
done; iw the mean tinie they demanded; 
that the ceremony should be’ suspendéd, 
and that the Marquis should retire’ below 
| the*bar: but! he requested to ‘be\theard, 
which was refused! ‘Then Senor Puig ad- 
vanced to take the oath, which He did’ace 
cording to the formbla, ‘and toole his sea 


near the President, Senor Agar Geing' of’ 


the right; and) “Puig ‘on the left.—It was’ 
resolved thata ‘letter should be sent to the: 


seén accident had prevented the: Marquis 
del Palacio from ‘andertaking the office to 
which he:had been appointed.——The Maré’ 
quis then begged leave to speak, which’ 
was granted. He ‘said, from below the. 
bar, that he had always believed, that the» 
unalterable essence of an oath consisted i 
the-manner in’ which it was stated) and’ 
not in the precise and uniform words of the’ 
reply’; he begged: the’ Meeting toaequit: 
hinvof-any intention of disobedience; and 





eho tie 
| ‘op account of a scraplepf con- 





Regency, acquainted them that’ ad unfore-! 
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been’suffeeanted by the tormer jothat Spain 
had arrived at the height of its glory with- 
eut the Jiberty. of the press; and without 
it; also, had raised its, voice against the 
oppressor, He repeated, what the clergy 
of France had told their king ;—that this 
fatal liberty had: introduced mto England 
an infinity vf sects, which filled the island 
and the threne with horrors, and which 
would one day destroy the constitution of 
which it. boasted, as that of France was 
lost suthat it was much betterto be rude 
anh good; than enowing. and bad, like the 
French ; that the executive power a)ways 
had the greatest influence upon the press, 
even though itiwas free, so that the press 
and its liberty would be as the government. 
—Munoz Torrero observed, that the Lng- 
lish held it, as a fandamental principle, 
and a declared right of the :nation, to 
watch over the agents whom it ap- 
pointed; that this right was. exercised 
through the press, in such a way, that 
what is done in Parliament being pub- 
lished, the most obscure individual could 
speak what he thought, and enlighten at 
the sane time the parliament and the 
nation, », Would to God. it -had_ never 
been said from the pulpits, that the Deity 
had inspired Charles 1V to place power in: 
the hands of Godoy, when he gave him: 
the Admiralty, and when the liberty of the 
press existed only for such assertions. He 
did not speak of leacned men only, but of 
the whole, nation, who had. a right to de- 
clare their opinions. This was not a the- 
ory without practice, but what was alread 
established by the constitution. in Soclenl: 
It.was the grossest error to.say, that the 
nation, had not the right.to declare its opi- 
nions, and yet that its deputies possessed 
that right ; that when Ferdinand arrived, 
he. would possess more force than the exe- 
cutive, power; and then, if. there was no 
pepie opinion, nor the means of esta- 
lishing .it;-he. might destroy, whea, he 
chose, the Cortes, of the nation; as Godoy 
had. done, because there was no public 
opinion, nor the means of freely establish- 
ing. it, ...He shewed, that the French 
Bishops didnot perform their duties; and 
among other proofs, he mentioned thet. of 
70 of them being present at an, entertain- 
ment given” by the Conde de. Aranda. 
"The, best. and Tes pa bulwark against 
on esse er and lon cs 
On Of The JUgeNS. > Gastin guished the 
. vil, and ralipioes! mg of abe Eng: \ 
lish, she yc iat ag he press which 
he. wished to estab iste. The. wise alone : 
did not go te form, the public opinion, but, 
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the whole ‘of the. cilizens: These: ideas 
were general in Salamanca, Madrid Ba 
dajoz, cand — in numerous other pieces, 
(Here Montes observed, that :in Galivia 
the measure would be received with plea. 
sure.) Térrero-concluded, observing, that 
the army were in favour of the. liberty of 
the press; adding, that’ he had not de. 
duced his opinions from the: rights of 
man, but from principles which he had 
weighed.—-AnrGueE tes said, thateven SUP. 
posing the opinion of Galicia was against 
the liberty of the press, and though the 
Cortes should be deceived in Supposing 
that the general opinion was for it, yet j: 
was indispensable to allow it; for by it 
alone. could the general opinion be ascer 
tained.— Morros observed, that this was 
an affair of conscience, and ought to be 
decided by theologians and the holy 
fathers; that th< Council of Treat, in itz 
18th and 19th sessions, pronounced against 
the liberty of printing even books whieh 
treated of politics and the fine arts; that 
the council of Lateran prohibited every 
kind of books without a previous revisal, 
that the Cortes ought not to issue a de- 
claration contrary to so many pious.regu- 
lations, &c.—Morates replied, that the 
Bull quoted by Mérros only spoke of the 
books of heretics known to be such— 
Octveros observed, that the fachers in the 
first ages of the church cried out for the 
liberty of writing, for- printing was then 
unknown; the greatest persecution of the 
church was in ‘the time of Julian, who 
‘prohibited all their books. 


Oct. 18.—The discussion on the liberty 
of the press was resumed.—Otivenos sid 
that at present, in the great persecu'ton 
the: French church, this. liberty was pre 
hibited ; and that in Spain lodges (of nr 
masons) are establishing, which will 
stroy religion; that obscure. intrigues ns 
formed in darkness; and’ that had 1'™ 
been for the people, a revolution es 
have broke out in Madrid in 179% yor 
| would have deluged the kingdom "0" 
blood; that. if this liberty was 
eee Ee aoc epi 

baad, who aifec ; 
in prey aye a ia etn * 
dukes; peers, &c.; aud thal, eae 
choane bf alin liberty of the pres Engh 
isa steady | and moral nation oe ont 
added, shat, neisher.a Holy Fit yi 
Council could: be'anentioned which Pr, 
vote, whether 
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: ‘scussed;) when ‘it was almost anani- 
— } era agreed that it had.—It was. then 
laces. | discussed, whether the voting should be 
Jalivig public or secret. On this there were dif- 
plea. ferent ‘opinions; and though’ Arguelles 
gy, that was of opinion the votes should be taken 
arty of inthe ordinary form by those who ap- 
Lot de- proved rising up, other Deputies expressed 
hts of a wish that the voting should be private, 
re had because thus there would. be more free- 
af SUDs dom.—On this some debate took place; 
against and though all means were had recourse 
gh the to, to support this opinion, yet Luxan rose 
posing and observed, that it was the wish of the 
, yet jt | Spanish nation that they should all ‘be 
or by it ‘heroes; that ivrequired firmness and con- 
ascer- Hstancy, not only in those who were ‘in 
his was favour of the Siberty of the press, but i 
t to be | those who were againstit; that the nation 
e holy would look with the same aspect upon 
in its I those who heroicaliy gave, their. vote for 
against the liberty of the press, and upon those 
; whieh who with virtue and constancy voted 
3; that against it; since both acted eqnally fronr 
d every a sense of duty, and were equal in its eyes; 
revisaly _—This question was then put, and it was 
ve'a des almostunauimously carried that the voting 
Us regle should be public. } td 
that the : 
e of the Sitting of October 19.—A letter was read 
such from the Minister of Finance, in whioh he 
ra in the informed the Cortes, that the Counci) of 
for the Hinance. was sworn: in, wnd-alse its irfe - 
yas. then nor officers-—Carmany declared ‘his opi- 
on of the won in-favour of the liberty of the’press; 
san, who and upon wishing’ to speak at’ greater 
vf Hength, he was informed that the discus: 
ion was Closed.—The Cortes then pro- 
ve liberty tded to. a voteon-the plan for the liberty 
sros said, of the press ; which took place publicly, 
acution of every deputy was asked his opinion 
was pro py name. The votes being counted; the 
ss (of free ltwas, that the Political Liberty of the 
will de tess was carried by 70 votes against $2; 
“i gnes are which last 9. were only againstit forthe 
rad it not resent. .The other 3-artiches of the plan’ 
ai oer mere then discussed and approved of. +> 
93, wie . nse Lnces 
Jom with ‘iTTING oF OcToser 27.—The Sitting 
pot esta secret; it dasted from seven in the’ 
ne 10 have “ning of yesterday, till ‘half-past thitee: 
sblicanis I the afternoon of this day. W hat ought | 
be’ king’ “not to expect: from our) august Cons: 
» fine, by ress, when wersee: it, at the expence of: 
e: "nterrapted fatigue, oceupied nightand: 
_Monats inthe great work of the li and: 
ther ner? pomess of Spain? Tormortal , eters 
ich gratitude tothe Fathers of theirCoun-. 
ut t0 ibe ’ whose name‘shali be pronounced with- 
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Don Gabriel Ciscat, arid Don Pedro Agar, 
have’ been appointed ‘to the Executive : 
Power; and to supply theplaces:of the 
two firsty who are absent; Senor Puig; and 
the Marquis del Palacios. TP AHTgI 


Sirtinc or Ocronen 28.—At ten in the 
morning the Sitting commenced in ‘pris 
vate, and continued till four in the after- 
nooh, when it was made public. ‘The 
Senors’Don Pedro Agar, the Marqais: det 
Palacio; and Don Josef Maria Puig en- 
tered, to take the oath.—-Senor Agar tovk 
| it in the established form. The Marquis 
of Palacio followed, who swore to the two 
first ariicles of the formula; and ‘to the 
third he added, * I do swear without pre- 
judice 10 the oaths which I have already 
taken to King Ferdinand the VIIth.” ‘The 
meeting and: the public were ‘surprised ; 
the President observed, that this act ‘did 
not admit of more words than those that 
were set down, “ I acknowledge and 
swear ;”’ but that, if the Marquis was not 
properly acquainted with the formula, it 
should be repeated tohim, The Secretary 
accordingly read it a second time, and 
the Marquis observed, that the point was 
delicate; ‘and an affair of conscience; that 
he did not refase to take the oath; but that 


colscieneei+-M. Ancueries stated, “that 
the oatt-should be taken in the tstablishe:t 
form; remarking, ‘as well ‘as Garcia Her 
reros, and Munos ‘Torrero,' thet the Mar- 
quis was called thete to take thé oath, es 
all the other ‘bodies and: authorties* had 
done; in the mean tinie they demanded,’ 
that the ceremony should be’ suspendéd, 
and that the Marquis should retire’ beldw 
| the*bar:but' he requested to ‘behead,’ 
which was refased! ‘Then Senor Puig ad- 
vanced to take the oath, which lie did’ace 
cording to the formola; ‘and toole his seam 


the righty’ and Puig ‘on the leftiIe was’ 
resolved that.a letter should be sent to the’ 


seén accident had prevented the: Marquis 

dé! Palacio from ‘andertaking the office to” 
which he:had been appointed..—The Mar<' 
quis then begged leave to speak, which’ 

was granted. He ‘said, from below the. 

“bar, that he had always believed; that the» 
unalterable essence of an ‘oath consisted in - 
) theemanner in’ which it was ‘statedy and’ 
not in the precise and uniform words of the: 
reply’; he begged: the’ Meeting toaequit® 
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vans ‘The, Senans Shotelege Monas 








him ofany intention of dive atid! 
proce ated, that ‘what ‘he ’ ven  Satta 
‘on 


vaceount of a scraplepf con- 
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he had made the addition to it: to quiet his | 


near the President, Senor Agar Weiny' citi" 


Regency, acquainted them that’ aq ufifore-' 
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heen suffecated by the tormer jthat Spain 
had arrived at the height of its glory with- 
out the liberty of the press; and without 
it, also, had raised its voice against the 
oppressor, He repeated, what the clergy 
of France had told their king ;—that this 
fatal liberty had introduced mto England 
an infinity of sects, which filled the island 
and the threne with horrors, and which 
would one day destroy the constitution of 
which it boasted, as that of France was 
lost; that 11 was much better to be rude 
and geod, than knowing and bad, like the 
French ; that the executive power ajways 
had the greatest influence upon the press, 
even though it was free, so that the press 
and its liberty would be as the government. 
— Munoz Tornero observed, that the Ling- 
lish held it as a fundamental principle, 
and a declared right of the nation, to 
watch over the agents whom it ap- 
pointed; that this right was exercised 
through the press, in such a way, that 
what is done in Parliament being pub- 
lished, the most obscure individual could 
speak what he thought, and enlighten at 
the same time the parliament and the 
nation, Would to God it had_ never 
been said from the pulpits, that the Deity 
had inspired Charles 1V to place power in 
the hands of Godoy, when he gave him 
the Admiralty, and when the liberty of the 
press existed only for such assertions. He 
did not speak of leacned men only, but of 
the whole, nation, who had a right to de- 
clare their opinions. This was not a the- 
ory without practice, but what was alread 
established by the constitution in England. 
It was the grossest error to say, that the 
nation had not the right to declare its opi- 
nions, and yet that its deputies possessed 
that right; that when Ferdinand arrived, 
he would possess more force than the exe- 
cutive power; and then, if there was no 
ublic opinion, nor the means of esta- 
flishing it, he might destroy, whea he 
chose, the Cortes. of the nation, as Godoy 
had done, because there was no public 
opinion, nor the means of freely establish- 
ing it. He shewed, that the French 
Bishops did not perform their duties; and 
among other proofs, he mentioned that of 
70 of them being present at an entertoin- 
ment given by the Conde de Arunda. 
The best and strongest bulwark against 
vice was the moral and religious educa- 
tion of the citizens. He distinguished the 
Civil and religious toleration of the Eng- 
lish, from that liberty of the press which 
he wished to establish. The wise alone 
did not go to form the public opinion, but 
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the whole of the. cilizens. These ideas 
were general in Salamanca, Madrid, Ba. 
dajoz, and in numerous other places, 
(Here Montes observed, that in Galivia 
the measure would be received with plea- 
sure.) ‘Torrero concluded, observing, that 
the army were in favour of the liberty af 
the press; adding, that he had not de. 
duced his opinions from the rights oj 
man, but from principles which he hag 
weighed.—AnGueELtes said, that even syp. 
posing the opinion of Galicia was agains, 
the liberty of the press, and though the 
Cortes should be deceived in supposiny 
that the general opinion was for it, yet }; 
was indispensable to allow it; for by jt 
alone could the general opinion be ascer. 
tained.—Morros observed, that this was 
an aflair of conscience, and ought to be 
decided by theologians and the holy 
fathers; that th< Council of Treat, in its 
isth and 19th sessions, pronounced against 
the liberty of printing even books which 
treated of politics and the fine arts; that 
the council of Lateran prohibited every 
kind of books without a previous revisal; 
that the Cortes ought not to issue a de- 
claration contrary to so many pious regu. 
lations, &c.—Moraces replied, that the 
Bull quoted by Mérros only spoke of the 
books of heretics known to be such— 








Outveros observed, that the fathers in the 


| first ages of the church cried out for the 


liberty of writing, for, prinyng was then 
unknown ; the greatest persecution o! the 
church was in the time of Julian, who 
prohibited all their books. 


Oct. 18.—The discussion on the liberty 
of the press was resumed.—Otivenos said, 
that at present, in the great persecu!'on ¢ 
the French church, this liberty was pr 
hibited ; and that in Spain lodges (0! om 
masons) are establishing, which will ’ 
stroy religion; that obscure intrigne we 
formed in darkness; and that had 1 
been for the people, a revolution b 
have broke out in Madrid in 17%, yor 
would have deluged the kingdom ai 
blood; that if this liberty was ore 
blished, those persons would ox 
the upper hand, who affect repub bes 
in order to obtain power—(0 o “+ 
dukes, peers, &c.; and that, in cael 
means of the liberty of the press» ol 
is a steady ‘and moral nation.— 
added, that nei:her a Holy 
Council could. be mentioned ™ 
-bited writing.—It was. then th 
vote, whether the point oi the 
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ninees discussed; When it was almost unani- | Don Gabriel Ciscar, and Don’ Pedro Agar, 
idl, Ba. mously agreed that it had.—It was then have been appointed to the Executive 
places, Jiscussed, whether the voting should be | Power; and to supply the places of the 
Galicia public or secret. On this there were dif- | two first, who are absent, Senor Puig, and 
h plea. ferent opinions; and though Arguelles | the Marquis del Palacio, 

ng, that was of opinion the votes should be taken | 

verty of inthe ordinary form by those who ap- SITTING or Ocroner 28.—At ten in the 
not de- proved rising up, other Deputiesexpressed | morning the Sitting commenced in pri« 
ghts of a wish that the voting should be private, | vate, and continued till four in the after- 
he had because thus there would. be more free- | noon, when it was made public. The 
ei SUD- tom.—On this some debate touk place ; Senors Don Pedro Agar, the Marquis del 
against and though all means were had recourse | Palacio, and Don Josef Maria Puig en- 
ugh the to, to support this opimon, yet Luxan rose . tered, to take the oath.—Senor Agar tovk 
pposine ‘and observed, that 1t was the wish of the | it in the established form. The Marquis 
it, vet it Spanish nation that they should all ‘be ; of Palacio followed, who swore to the two 
for by it heroes; thativrequired firmness and con- | first ariicles of the formula; aud to the 
e ascers stancy, not only in those who were in | third he added, « I do swear without pre- 
this was favour of the tiberty of the press, but ia | judice to the oaths which I have already 
lit to be those who were againstit; that the nation taken to King Ferdinand the Vilth.” The 
he holy would look with the same aspect vpon | meeting and the public were surprised ; 
it, in its those who heroiealiy gave their vote for | the President observed, that this act did 
d against the liberty of the press, and upon those | not admit of more words than those that 
rs which who with virtue and constancy voted | were set down, * I acknowledge and 
ts; that | against it; since both acted eqnally from | swear ;” but that, if the Marquis was not 
ed every | asense of duty, and were equal in its eyes. | properly acquainted with the formula, it 
: vevisaly —This question was then put, and it was | should be repeated tohim. ‘The Secretary 
sue a de- almost unanimously carried that the voting | accordingly read it a second time, and 
ous, regs should be public. the Marquis observed, that the point was 
that the delicate, and an affair of conscience; that 
ke of the Siting of October 19.—~A letter was read | he did not refuse to take the oath, but that 
» such— fiom the Minister of Finance, in which he | he had made the addition to it to quiet his 
ers in the informed the Cortes, that the Council of | conscieneei+-M. ArcueEevieé stated, ‘that 
t for the linance was sworn: in, and also its infe- | the oath should be taken in the @stablished 
was thei nor officers—Capmany declared his opi- | form; remarking, as well as Garcia Her- 
‘on of the won in favour of the liberty of the press; | reros, and Munos ‘Torrero, that the Mar- 












aud upon wishing to speak at greater 
length, he was informed that the discus- 
sion was closed.—The Cortes then pro- 


lian, who 










be liberty ceeded to a vote on the plan for thé liberty 
pros sald, olthe press ; which took place publicly, | 
ecution ol |i every deputy was asked his opinion. 
/ was roe by name. The votes being counted; the 
es (of free result was, that the Political Liberty of the 
n will de- ‘ess was carried by 70 vates against $2, 
rignes ae ol which last 9 were only against it forthe 
had it net breent. The other 3 articles of the plan 
on woul ‘ere then discussed and approved of. 
795, whic : 
dom with “ITTING of Ocroser 27,.—The Sitting 
5 not esta- Was secret; it dasted from seven in the 
me to have “ng of yesterday, till ‘half-past three 
ublicans "the afternoon of this day.—W hat onght 
be kings “e hot to expeet from our aogust Con- 
in fine, OY Bross, when wersee it, at the expence of 
s, Engl 1 iterrapted fatigue, oceupied nightand 
__-Monat® in the great work of the liberty and 
ather nor * * fans of Spain ? Immortal glory, eter. 
nich prot ’ Gratitude to the Fathers of their:Coun- 
put t al ¥, whose nameishali be prenounced with 
ie poll pect and gratitude by all future gene- 
sufhciently ~ is ~The Senars Don Joaquin Blake, 








quis was called there to take the oath, as 
all the other bodies and authorities’ bad 
| done; in the mean time they demanded, 

that the ceremony should be’ suspended, 
and-that the Marquis should retire below 
| the bar: but he requested to be ‘heard, 

which was refased. ‘hen Senor Puig at- 
| vanced to take the oath, which lie did‘ac- 
| cording ta the formula, and tool his seat 


-~ 


the right, and ‘Puig -on the left.—It was 
resolved that a letter should be sent to the 
Regency, acquainted them that an unfore- 
| seen accident had prevented the Marquis 
| del Palacio from undertaking the oflice to 
which he: had been appointed.—The Mar- 
' quis then begged leave to speak, which’ 
‘was eranted. He said, from below the 





| bar, that he had always believed, that the» 


| unalterable essence of an oath consisted in 


‘not in the precise and uniform words of the: 
reply’; he begged the Meeting to acquit 
him ofvany intention of disobedience; and 
sepeated, that what he - ied was! an 
addition on account of a scrapie of con- 





near the President, Senor Agar Geing: ort)” 


| the manner in which it was stated) and’ 
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«4 there were particularcircumstances in the 
« political state and political opinions of 
«« Earepe, which tended more than ever 
“‘ :toa.endear to every good and virtuous man 
«« che monarch they saw re-established, and 
“* the tranquillity which that happy event 
«‘ had restored. The display of wisdom 
“and of firmness evinced by Mr. Pitt 
«<« during that interval of national anxiety 
« which the King’s illness occasioned, did 
“ him infinite honour: he took that high 
“ ground, which his virtue as well as his 
“ ghilay entitled him to take ; and with a 
dignity and courage inspired -by both, 
“ yebuked at once the fears of. the timid, 
<< and supported the rights of his Sove- 
“ren: not. less faithful to his country 
«* than loyal to-his King, he devoted his 
«« services to both in a manner equally 
#* manly and desinterested *.’’ ——This was 
written and published only four years ago, 
and two years aiter the King had visited 
Lyfacds,. Tiris is the description. which 
Mr. Rose gives of conduct, of which the 
gavenuon of the above-menticned project 
made apart; and which project, of course, 
a3 by this writer, looked upon as necessary 
49 support the rights of the King, though, as 
we have seen, its obvious tendency was 
to withhold from bis Son all the real 
powers of sovereignty. The writers of 
this bitter faction have always thus dealt 
IQ susinuasions. Look at the above-quoted 
passage, reader, and say what you think 





i means; say what you think it fairly. 


gnegus, And, to use a vulgar pbrase, why 
was thes subject ripped up in the year 1806? 
What good could it do? And what ob- 
ject but one could it possibly have, es- 
prc when thrusted into a work upon 

nance ? Joun Bowxts, in Mora-political 
pemphiets, has, I must confess, acted.in a 
Maore manly way. He has spoken out, 
and, if whathe says be bad, it. is at least, 
fiee from the charge of meanness. He 


has insinuated, but he has not assailed 


with insinuations only. At. page 917, 
I brought down the Official Bulletins to 
the morning of the 13th instant. . I shall 
here insert them to the evening of yester- 
gay, the )9th iustant.——Tpespay, Nov, 
13, 1810, seven, p. m. “ The King has had 
* a Tittleincrease of fever this day, but his 
Fé Majesty is now rather better.’,-——Wep- 
wespay, Noy. J4. The King, bas had 
some sleep in the night, and his Majesty 
Neeeaied |: SSL ERA 1? Sos ee 
Re Boe Brief eanieation. into the 

venue, Cc, DU lished in 1806, b J. 
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“ is better. this morning’. Ty», 

Nov. 15. His Majesties iS much ee 
“today ashe was yesterday.” ——_Noy 
15. —nive o'clock p. m.. “ His Majesty a 
“had a little increase of fever this after. 
“ noon.’’———Fripay, Nov. 16. « His Ma. 
“jesty bas had some sleep in the hight, 
«and his fever is again a little abated.” 
~Nov. 16. «* His Majesty has hada 
“little increase of fever this evening,” 
——SatTunpay, Nov. 17. “ His Majesty 
“has had a restless night, and has, upon 
“the whole, been more feverish for the 
“last two days.”——Nov. 17—Nine 
o'clock, \p. mM. * His Moajesty’s fever has 
* continued, but. without an increase this 
* evening.” Sunpay, Nov. 15, “ His 
“ Majesty had some sleep in the night, 
“and there is a little abatement of fever 
“this moraing.”’——Monpay, Nov. 19, 
“ His Majesty has passed a quict night 
“though without sleep, having slept se. 
“‘ vera] hours yesterday evening. This 








morning be is quite as well. as be was 


‘“* yesterday.’ —-—From these reports there 
isnot much to be collected; and, 4s to 
what is said in the news-papers, beyond 
tliese reports, no reliance whatever can be 
placed, not even the smallest degree. 
Those,therefare, who wish to avoid being 
deceived, will wait for the official deve- 
lopement ; for, they may be assured, that 
that is the only way to avoid deception. 


Portucuese Conspmacy.——The read 
er will, doubtless, recollect the acceunt, 
which was given us, by the Morning Post, 
early in last month, of a horrible con- 
spiracy in Portugal, in the city of Lisbon, 
which extended itself, we were told, 
through the whole kingdom. In the Re 
gister of the 6th of October, at page °*: 
the subject was taken up, and deseanted 
upon somewhat at large.——The Morn- 
ing. Post had asserted, that great numbers 
of the nobles and gentlemen, that man) 
eminent merchants, that a Judge and a 
Marchioness, were amongst the conspt® 
tors; thatarms and clothing for 5thousan 
men were provided, that the plot exten . 
far and wide; that. it was the desig? 
assassinate thé English; and that a _ 
spirators had been, seized.(some © yer 
in their beds).and.sent.off to Afriea seh 
out atrial. _Whereupon.the. Morning ale 
bestowed great praises upon ven ed 
and the zgour of Lord Viscount 
——If the .reader will jooks back 10 pas® 


557 and 558, he will see my reasoning YPM 
the statements of the Mocning oth *™ 
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he will see the conclusion drawn, anil, in- 





[978 
eame in. for.a share of the merit.——Thar 


deed, naturally and-inevitably proceeding | this solenm conttadiction has arisen from 


trom such premises.——The arucle ap- 
pearedin the Morning Post of the second 
ef October; my commentary was pub- 
lished on the sixth of October, and which 
commentary went all along upon the con- 
dition that the statement of the Morning 
Post was true.——Now, mark what has 
since happened: the Portuguese govern- 
ment, in the Lispon Gazerre of the 
29h of Qetaber, contradicts the. state- 
ments Uwe positive, the detailed, the cir- 
cumstantial statements of the Morning 
Post; and even complains of the catamnies 
of that print, for, as will be seen, no other 
print, can the Portuguese Government 
mean. “It appearing by positive in- 
“formation received by the Volice, that 
«the residence of certain individuals in 
“this country might prove prejudicial to 
“the public trangnillity and peace, in cir- 
“cumstances so Critical as the present, 
« the Government adopted the. resolution 
“ provisionally to remove them from Portu« 
“od. "This measure baving been grossty 
~ calumniated tn an English newspaper of the 
‘2d instant, the Governor of the kingdom 
“ has ordered the said calumnies to he con- 
“ trodicted, and to’ declare, that neither 
“ Marslal-Gen. Lord | Wellington, fr thé 
“ Minisicr Plenipotentiary of his Britannic 
“ Majesty; nor any other individwat of the 
“ English nation, had ihe least share in the 
“above proecedings, nor any previous notice 
“ thereof, because it was merely the result 
“ of authentic information, communicated 
“by the poliee, The other absurd “ac- 
“ counts of a conspiracy, of arms found, &c. 
“are so notoriously false, that they deserve 
“no refutation, Offences of that descrip- 
“ton, did they really exist, wouid he 
“visited with punishments far more ri- 
* go1ous——(Lispoxn GazeTre, Oct. 29.)’? 
Luis is very good. Here, we have the 
Portuguese Government protesting against 
the statements of this English news- 
paper, though, as it will be remem- 

ed, the Morning Post paid that govern- 
ment the highest compliments for having 
done those violent and tyrannical. acts, 
Which it now ars, that the govern- 
ment never had in contemplation. 
ts well worthy of remark, that particular 
pains are here taken to convince the world, 
that our Commander aud our Envoy had 
™/ hand whatever it. the-sbippi any 
body off; though the ng 





And,” 


ost bad | 


the artiele in the Register, just referred to, 
is more than. I can positively say ; but, § 
think, there:can bemo doubt of tts having 
acisen from tbe: desire of Lord Talavera 
and Mr. Stewart not to be thought parties 
to a measure, which had been so much 
praised in the Morning Post. The mea- 
sure, be it remembered, as described in 
this print, was 00 moderate for the writer. 
He had told us, that many most respecia- 
ble and very. aged persons bad been serzed 
on, some of them in their beds ; had been 
prevented from seeing their children or 





to Afiica without a trial. And, upon the 
supposition that all this was ¢érwe; nay, 
after having stated it as truth, this writer, 
who is continually uttering vehement at- 
tacks upon the ¢yranny of Buonaparté, told 
ns, that he “knew not whether he should 
« altogether commend the moderation with 
« which the individuals had been disposed 
“« of ———This is, by far, the most mate~- 
rial circumstance belonging to the affair. 
‘Here is an English news- paper writer, who, 
in giving what he sepposes to be a true ac- 
count of a conspiracy in Potiugal, ‘to de- 
fend the liberties of whieh country an Eng- 
lish army is senf, tells as, that many of 
the most respectable people have been 
seized upon suspicion, have not been suf- 
fered to see their children or friends, and 
have been transported without any sort of 
| eviak or examination; and he adds, that 
he does not“know, whether he ought.to 
commend the moderation, with which these 
people have been disposed of. This is the 
fact, apon which I wish the reader to dwell 
for a moment; and, then, I wish him to 
task himself, what he thinks men of this de- 
scription would gladly sce done in England, 
——As to what did rally bepgen at Lis- 
bon, upon the occasion referred to, 1 can- 
not say. ‘She contradiction in the Lisbon 
Gazette is not so full as to enable mee 
form any judgment upon that subject; nor, 
indeed, is it any business of mine, 





Spanisy Wan. Lop Branry.—Under 
the head of Capiz and date of the 26th of 
| October, the following article has ap- 
peared jn the London news-papers, and 
especially in the Trses of yesterday.—— 
ne expedition that sailed for the coast 
“ of Malaga has not been successful. It 
“ disembarked at Malaga, and was re- 
« ceived by 4,000'French troops, to whom 
the greater part of the foreigners who lately 





taken as great prins to make the 
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their friends; and had been shipped off 
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« nased from the enemy's army, and enlested 
« under the Spanish and English colours, de- 
«gricd. The regiment of infantry of 
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« Toledo sustained a very brisk fire, and | 


“covered the retreat and embarkation of 
* the remainder of the forces. Our loss 
“consists of 400 men; and the English 
« Commander of the expedition (Lord 
“ Blaney) was wounded and taken pri- 
‘‘soner. Such are the particular accounts 
“ which we have received respecting this 
“ unfortunate expedition; they will teach 
“us what we have to expect from mer who 
“have once abandoned their colours.’—— 
1 do not see why this should teach you any 
such thing. You have often enough been 
told of this before. You have been told, 
that those who had betrayed others would 
betray you. Nay, it is curious enough, 
but, I believe, that these men, so com- 
plained of here, are the very persons, of 
the enlistment of whom out of Dupont’s 
army, Mr. Warps complained, in the 
House of Commons, and, at the same 
time, foreto!d the consequences of ¢m- 
ploying them. He wanted to save the 
money, ia:d out upon the enlistment of these 
lie wauted to leave that money 
in the peopie’s pockets, It was a part of 
what fe would have saved io the netion. 
Oh! how the venal writers; how the 
whole set abused hina for that proposition ! 
And, how dearly we shall, I fear, pay for 


the rejection of his truly wise and public. | 





spirited: advice. The account here 
given oi this adventure under Lorp BLaney 
{whom, i must sav, [ never heard of be- 
fore,) may possibly be a mere romance; 
but, ldo not{think so any more for our 
not having seen much of it in the public 
prints, it is not an adventure to talk 
much about. It is a thing to keep quiet, 
and especially as the heroes of .Dupont’s 
army ; the “fine body of men” (for so they 
were called), who “ ielt the tyrant’s ranks 
© for liberty’s sake,” 
cerned in it.——I should not wonder, if 
we were never to dear-of this affair again: 
especially if it be true, And, here we 
have another instance of the nature of 
our press. I hope the Spanish Cortes will 
take care to provide for a press, that shall 
not be a bar to any thing but falshood, 





ne 
Poxrtucuese Wan: We were told, 


forty days ago, that the battle must be 
fought zm six days; and, we now find, that 
it was not fought 2m days ago; or, at any 
rate, we fipd, that Massena was not, ten 
Says ago,- either. dead from starvation, or 
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are so deeply con- | 








(980 
ow, { must Confess, 


running away.._— 
that I do not think he willbe starved quite 
s0 soon as our Viscount’s people seemed to 
expect; though, doubtless, he must be 
starved in the Jong ron.——Qur papers 
all agree, that Massena was laughed at, 
By whom they do not say ; but, we are to 
suppose, of course, that he was laughed at 
by our own people, The Morning Post, 
beginning with the thirteenth of Novem. 
ber, tells us, that Massena is retreating ; 
that he has already begun to move his 
heavy baggage; that Lord Talavera did 
not mean to follow him with his whole 
army ; that he meant to follow him with 
his cavalry and light troops only ; that 
deserters had been constantly coming in 
at the rate of from sixty to 100 of a day, 
that they all agreed in representing the 
French army as suffering the extreme 
of want and wretchedness; that Lord Ta- 
lavera had been heard, in conversation 
with his officers, to laugh at Massena, {1 
getting so completely auto the mire; that 
Lord Talavera was very secret, and, per- 
haps, meant to fall upou the French atti 

last moment. ‘Lo this imeiligence t! 

Morning Post added these words. “ We 
“ have the Aappincss once more of relieving 
“the public mind of suspense and. fulse 
“rumours, by laying before it authentc 
“ news from our brave army in Portogal. 
“* The French are retreating! And that to 
“ without daring to hagard an attack apon 
us.’ ———So much tor that true news. 
On the fourteenth the sume paper told us, 
that the French bad only 60,000 mee 
horse and, foot, while our force consistec 
of 34,000 British, 30,000 Portuguese, 
troops of the Ime, 10,000 Spaniards from 
Romana’s army, and 10,000 Portuguese 
Militia. Thus have I all my men. I have 
not so often mustered my 60,000 fighting 
men for nothing, for I have them all here, 
and 24 good thousands at their back.—— 
Besides this force in Soldiers, we have, nv 
same paper of the same date tells - wa 
forts, apon which are mounted nearly ne 
cannons, besides the train of eatery a 
longing toourarmy,and 25 sep rot * " a 
upon the river. We have now in the S aee 
adds the writer, 2 three-deckers, ne 
deckers, 3 frigates, and smaller ene 
therefore, we conclude that we Sees 
nothing to fear, the enemy beige’ 
of provisions, and losing by eer 
otherwise not less than 100 men? 
‘Then be tells ws, that Lérd Belene en 
immortalized himself; that he wi" © 
into Lisbon crowned. 
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every thing wears a most cheering as- 
ect; that Lord Talavera’s movements 
and his success.-in drawing Massena after 
him, were thought a chéf d’ oeuvre of the 
Military art ; that Massena’s army must 
be destroyed in the retreat; thata great 
scarcity of provisions prevailed in Mas- 
sena’s army ; that Massena was starving ; 
‘hat a great number of his horses had 
been killed and stewed down for soup. On 
the fifteenth the same print told us, that 
Lord ‘Lalavera’s firmness and decision were 
of the Atghest cast, and stamped him qua- 
lified for the greatest enterprizes; that 
he would, doubtless, continue “to pur- 
sue a system, by which he had aiready 
accomplished so much!!! ....... But, Plet 
usgo on iffwe can...... That ell Mas- 
sena’s communications were cut off 5 that 
lis army were inabsolute want of bread ; 
tiatno rations of bread had been served 
out to them for forty days past ; that, of 
lair, they had been without salt; that 
they must inevitably soon be afilicted 
with the dysentery and other com- 
plaints; that Massena was now lauched 
ut more and more, that for seventeen 
days, previous tothe 29th of October, the 
hrench had had no provisions whatever, ex- 
cept some cars of Indian corn !——A\l|\ this 
news brought us down no later than the 
29th or 30th of October. The news- 
papers’ of tu-day tell us of dispatches to 
the 10th of this month; and no battle yet ! 
And the French still alive! The Dysentery 
not killed them yet! ‘They are tough 
dogs, lam afraid. Taik ofa cat, indeed ! 
A Frenchman must have icn times 2s many 
lives as a cat.—-—-One can, howev ©. now 
speak with something like certvinty as to 
the time when this contest muse termin:te, 
unless Massena retreats or is attacked, fo 
we have the most positive assurances, that 
Massena loses 100 men a day by dese 
tons. Now, then, if he has only sirty 
‘housand men, he will have lost the whole 
of them in 600 days from about the Ist 
“| October last} that is to say by the 
ond day of May, ist2. And, be it ob- 
served, we can very well afford to lie 
watching him all that time, because the 
“esertions from his army will much about 
inke up fer the wear and tear of oors. 
——There never was, I believe, before, an 
‘stance of an army of 84 thousand men 
being kept behind their lines by 60 thou- 
sand men. Tbelieve, that, in the history 
of no-war whatever there is an instance of 
~ Kind. les very seldom that we have 
“tard of an enemy's attempting even to 














~ 


defend. itself with means so very inférior 
as those, to which (as we are above told) 
Massena is nowreduccd. And, therefore, 
for the honour of the English army and the 
English name, let us hope, that he is reall 
so situated as not to be able to get off : for, 
upon what other ground than that of being 
sure to beat him finally without a battle, can 
he be, for only one hour, suffered to 
exist where he is ?——Reader, put this 
question home to yourself; and the an- 
swer to it will sender unnecessary any fur- 
ther observations from your humble ser- 
vant, 

W™. COBBETT. 

State Prison, Newgate, Wednesday, 
November 20, 1810. 
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Spatn.—Proceedings of the Cortes. 
(Continued from page 960.) 
Luaxeras spoke against it, observing that it 
wus not the only road by which a nation 


reached distinction, nor the only means of 


knowing the public opinion. —Gotrin was 
for the liberty of the press, because he 
thought it just, useful, and necessary. He 
combated the ontnion of Lianeras, obsery- 
ing, that since the art of printing more 
publicity had been given to our religion. — 
Another deputy also spoke in favour of it, 
observing that all were agreed in sub- 
stance.—Vatcarcel, who also supported 
this liberty, was for putting it to the vote, 
«whether the question had heen suffici- 
ently discussed ?__ The discussion, how- 
ever, was continued; and Creusa read a 
pla», iawhich he proposed that the Cortes 
should permit political works to be printed 
without a censor 5 and at any Fate, if there 
was a ec auser, that submission to him should 
be voluntary on the part of the author.— 
Tenreiro said, that it could not be doubted 
that this liberty produced ‘i/lumination ; 
but that also by means of it were intro- 
duced a thousand errors. He thought that 
it would be proper to consult the Univer- 
sities, the Bishops, and the Holy Tribunal, 
who so much abhorred the French. That 
in Galicia and Catalcnia this liberty woald 
not be well received ; that of the 10 mil- 
lions of inhabitants in Spain, not more 
than 100,000 were for it’; and that thus a 
bad opinion would be formed of the Cortés. 
He insisted that errors were introduced 
Ike poissn, and that the philosophers had 
filled the world with @arkness; that the 
truly wite Were fewin number, and had 
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heen suffveated by the tormer j that Spain 
had arrive) at the height of its glory with- 
out the liberty of the press; and without 
it, also, had raised its voice against the 
oppressor, He repeated, what the clergy 
of France had told their king ;—that this 
fatal liberty had iotroduced into England 
an infini'y of sects, which filled the island 
and the threne with horrors, and which 
would one day destroy the constitution of 
which it boasted, as that of France was 
lost; that it was much better to be rude 
and good, than knowing and bad, like the 
French ; that the executive power a)ways 
had the greatest influence upon the press, 
even though it was free, so that the press 
and its liberty would beas the government. 
—Munoz Torrero observed, that the Ling- 
lish held it as a fundamental principle, 
and a declared right of the nation, to 
watch over the agents whom it ap- 
pointed; that this right was exercised 
through the press, in such a way, that 
what is done in Parliament being pub- 
lished, the most obscure individual could 
speak what he thought, and enlighten at 
the saine time the parliament and the 
nation, Woukl to God it had_ never 
been said from the pulpits, that the Deity 
had inspired Charles 1V to place power in 
the hands of Godoy, when he gave him 
the Admiralty, and when the liberty of the 
press existed only for such assertions. He 
did not speak of leacned men only, but of 
the whole, nation, who had aright to de- 
clare their opinions. This was not a the- 
ory without practice, but what was alread 
established by the constitution in Sealand: 
It was the grossest error to say, that the 
nation had not the right to declare its opi- 
nions, and yet that its deputies possessed 
that right; that when lerdinand arrived, 
he would possess more force than the exe- 
cutive power; and then, if there was no 
ublic opiuion, nor the means of esta- 
Glishing it, he might destroy, whea he 
chose, the Cortes of the nation, as Godoy 
had done, because there was no public 
opinion, nor the means of freely establish- 
ing it, He shewed, that the French 
Bishops did not perform their duties; and 
among other proofs, he mentioned that of 
70 of them being present at an entertoin- 
ment given by the Conde de Aranda. 
The best and strongest bulwark against 
vice was the moral aud religious educa- 
tion of the citizens. He distinguished the 
civil and religious toleration of the Eng- 
lish, from that liberty of the press which 
he wished to eptablish, The wise alone 
did not go te form the public opinion, but 
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the whole of the. cilizens. These ideas 
were general in Salamanca, Madrid, Ba. 
dajoz, and in numerous other places, 


| (Here Montes observed, that -in Galivia 


the measure would be received with plea. 
sure.) Torrero concluded, observing, that 
the army were in favour of the liberty of 
the press ; adding, that he had not de- 
duced his opinions from the rights of 
man, but from principles which he had 
weighed.—AnrGueE tes said, that even sup. 
posing the opinion of Galicia was against 
the liberty of the press, and though the 
Cortes should be deceived in SUP posite 
that the general opinion was for it, yet j: 
was indispensable to allow it; for by it 
alone could the general opinion be ascer. 
tained.—Morros observed, that this was 
an aflair of conscience, and ouglit to be 
decided by theologians and the holy 
fathers; that the Council of Treat, in its 
sth and 19th sessions, pronoanced against 
the liberty of printing even books which 
treated of politics and the fine arts; that 
the council of Lateran prohibited every 
kind of books without a previous revisal; 
that the Cories ought not to issue a de- 
claration contravy to so many pious regu- 
lations, &c.—Morares replied, that the 
Bull quoted by Mérros only spoke of the 
books of heretics known to be such.— 
Outveros observed, that the fathers in the 
first ages of the church cried out for the 
liberty of writing, for. printing was then 
unknown ; the greatest persecution of the 
church was in the time of Julian, who 
prohibited all their books. 


Oct. 18.—The discussion on the liberty 
of the press was resumed.—Otiveros said, 
that at present, in the great persecution ol 
the French church, this liberty was pre 
hibited ; and that in Spain lodges (of an 
masons) are establishing, which will . 
stroy religion; that obscure intrigues i 
formed in darkness; and that had 11 ¢ 
been for the people, a revolution wont 
have broke out in Madrid in 1799, ye 
would have deluged the kingdom = 
blood; that if this liberty was pwr 
blished, those persons would come 1 + 
the upper haad, who affect republic vas 
in order to obtain. power—(0 a 6 
dukes, peers, &c.; and that, in OM on! 
means of the liberty of the press, na rs 
is a steady ‘and moral nation.—Moks 


added, that neisher.a Holy Father hie 
Council could. be mentioned which p A 
| bited aang was — pe cl 
vote, whether the o 
liberty. of the:press had been sufficienly 
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discussed; When it was almost unani- 
mously agreed that it had.—It was. then 
discussed, whether the voting should be 
public or secret. On this there were dif- 
ferent opinions; and though Arguelles 
was of opinion the votes should be taken 
inthe ordinary form by those who ap- 
proved rising up, other Deputies expressed 
a wish that the voting should be private, 
because thus there would. be more free- 
dom.—On this some debate took place; 
and though all means were had recourse 
to, to support this opinion, yet Luxan rose 
and observed, that 1t was the wish of the 
Spanish nation that they should all ‘be | 
heroes; thativrequired firmness and con- | 
stancy, not only in those who were in | 
favour of the iiberty of the press, but ia 
those who were againstit; that the nation 
would look with the same aspect upon | 
those who heroie¢aliy gave their vote for | 
the liberty of the press, and upon those | 
who with virtue and constancy voted 
against it; since both acted eqnally from 
a sense of duty, and were equal in its eyes. 
—This question was then put, and it was 
almost unanimously carried that the voting 


should be public. 


Sitting of October 19.—A letter was read 
fiom the Minister of Finance, in which he 
informed the Cortes, that the Council of 
hivance was sworn: in, and also its infe- 
nor officers——Capmany declared his opi- 
mon in favour of the liberty of the’press; 
and upon wishing to speak at greater 
length, he was informed that the discus- 
sion was closed.—The Cortes then pro- 
ceeded to a vote on the plan for thé liberty 
ol the press; which took place publicly, | 
and every deputy was asked his opinion | 
by name. The votes being counted, the 
result was, that the Political Liberty of the 
‘4ess was carried by 70 vates against $2, | 
ol which last 9 were only against it forthe 
present. . The other 3 artiches of the plan 
Were then discussed and approved of. 











‘ITTING oF Ocrossr 27.—The Sitting 
"as secret; it lasted from seven in the | 
evening of yesterday, till /half-past three | 
iN the afternoon of this day.—W bat ought | 
" hot to expect from our august Con- 
— when we: see it, at the expence of | 
interrapted fatigue, oceupied night and | 
: Y nthe great work of the liberty and 
0 of Spain? Iomortal glory, eter- 
gratitude to the Fathers of their Coun- 
J » whose name'shali be prenounced with 
“pect and gratitude by all future gene- 





“tons !—~The Senars Don Joaquin Blake, 


Don Gabriel Ciscar, and Don Pedro Agar, 
have been appointed to the Executive 
Power; and to supply the places of the 
two first; who are absent, Senor Puig, and 
the Marquis del Palacio, 


Sirrinc or Ocroper 28.—At ten in the 
morming the Sitting commenced in pri- 


' vate, and continued till four in the afrer- 


noon, when it was made public. The 
Senors Don Pedro Agar, the Marquis det 
Palacio, and Don Josef Maria Puig en- 
tered, to take the oath.—Senor Agar tovk 
itin the established form. The Marquis 
of Palacio followed, who swore to the two 
first ariicles of the formula; and to the 
third he added, « I do swear without pre- 


| judice to the oaths which I have already 


taken to King Ferdinand the VIIth.” The 
meeting and the public were surprised; 
the President observed, that this act did 
not admit of more words than those that 
were set down, “ I acknowledge and 
swear ;” but that, if the Marquis was not 
properly acquainted with the formula, it 
should be repeated tohim. ‘The Secretary 
accordingly read it a second time, and 
the Marquis observed, that the point was 
delicate, and an affair of conscience; that 
he did not refase to take the oath, but that 
he had made the addition to it to quiet his 
conscieneei-M. Arcuernie’ stated, ‘that 
the oath should be taken in the established 
form; remarking, as well as Garcia [er- 
reros, and Munos ‘Torrero, thet the Mar- 
quis was called thete to take the oath, as 
all the other bodies and- authorities ‘bad 
done; im the mean time they demanded, 
that the ceremony should be suspended, 
and that the Marquis should retire’ below 
the bar: but he ‘requested to be ‘heard, 
which was refased. ‘Then Senor Puig ar- 
vanced to take the oath, which lie did’ac- 
cording to the formula, and took his seat 


| near the President, Senor Agar Ueing ot) 


the right; and ‘Puig on the left.—It was 
resolved that a letter should be sent to the 
Regency, acquainted them that an unfore- 
seen accident had prevented the Marquis 
de] Palacio from andertaking the office to 
which he had been appointed.—The Mar- 
quis then begged leave to speak, which’ 
was granted. He. said, from below the 


bar, that he had always believed, that thé» 


unalterable essence of an oath consisted in 
the manner in which it was stated, and 
not in the precise ard uniform words of the: 
reply’; he begged the’ Meeting to acquit 
him of any intention of divobedience 5 and 
sepented, that what’ he proposed was an 
addition on account of a scrapie ‘pf con- 
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puties, who required that the 





science; and that be was ready to take 
the oath in the form he first proposed. 
This was opposed by many of the De- 
question 
should be put, whether it should be ad- 
mitted ornot. It was put to the vote, and 
carried almost unanimously in the nega- 
tive. —The Marquis again begged permis- 
sion to speak, to which the President re- 
plied, “ His Majesty cannot hear the 
Marquis del Palacio any more, and orders 
him to retire.”’—Scarcely had he quitted 
the meeting, when Capmany having de- 
clared that it would be proper to secure 
his person, he rushed towards the door 
for the purpose of escaping ; and silence 
being imposed by the President, a resolu- 
tion was instantly passed for his detention 
in the Guard-house of the troops on duty 
at the Cortes.—Several deputies wished to 
discuss the further proceedings against the 
Marquis: but it was agreed that it was 
not preper to pass to that discussion, it 
being a matter of more consequence that 
the Regency should be installed. The 
President instantly rose, and the new Re- 
sency, accompanied by twelve deputies, 
proceeded to the gate of the Hall, and 
went to the house of the Ayuntamiento, 
with four deputies and the Secretary. 
They were received on their passage with 
all due honours.—In the mean time the 
proposal for securing the marquis in a 
proper manner was debated; and alter a 
long discussion, he was ordered to be kept 
in custody in the Guard House, as had 
been proposed by Tacir.—Senor Luxan, 
the Secretary, reported that the new Re- 
gency had been installed: he stated, that 
their predecessors lad come out to the 
gate of the hall to receive them, and con- 
ducted them to the cabinet} and that Senor 
Saavedra, who had acted as President, had 
seated himself on the left of Senor Puig ; 
that Senor Castanos and Lardizabal, taking 
olf their sashes, had put them upon the 
new members of the Regency, that the 
Minister. of Dispatches had read, standing, 
the two decrees of the Cortes.—ihese 
Decrees were in\substance; the first, that 
the Cortes, in consequence of the repeated 
requests of the Meinbers of Regency to be 
dismissed, had agreed to receive ihe same, 
and to appoint the Senors therein named. 
—The second Decree stated, that in re- 
gard that two of the Senors appointed 
were absent, the Cortes had elected two 
others (o supply their place until their ar- 
rival—Some Depaties insisted that the 
sittings shouldbe declared permanent, 
until the question relating te the Marquis 
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was determined and a successor appoin:.. . 
but the President observed, dintveone’ 
quence of the Regency being lawful 

constituted by two Members*, it would de 
adviseable to waita little, and to take some 
relaxation, as the sitting had lasted from 
ten in the morning till after six jn the 
evening. It was therefore adjourned to 
nine at night. 





ail- 
bleau, Oct. 18. 

Napoleon, Empecor of the French, Kinz 
of Italy, &c.—Upon the report of out 
Minister of Finance, and with the-advice 
of our Council of State, we have decreed 
and do decree as follows :~—-Trrre 1.—oy 
the Establishment, until a General Peace, of 
Tribunals, charged with the Repression of 
Fraud and Smuggling, in matters relative to 
the Customs.—Stcrion 1.—Of the Supreme 
Courts of the Customs.—Art. }. There shall 
be established, until a general peace, Su- 
preme Courts of the Customs in the places, 
and with the districts of jurisdiction which 
are stated in the table hereto annexed.— 
2. These courts shall consist of a Presi- 
dent, Grand Provost of the Customs, eight 


| Assessors, at least, a Solicitor General, Re- 


gister, and such a number of Tipstaves as 
may be necessary for their service. The 
Grand Proevosts are vested with: capital 
jurisdiction.—3. ‘These courts cannot try 
causes unless from six to eight members 
are present-—4, They shall decide in the 
last resort.—5.. They. shall bave cogn- 
zance, exclusive of all other tribunals, 
both of the crime of contraband executed 
by an armed force, and the crime of en- 
tering into speculations tor coutraband 
traffic, alledged against the chiefs of bans, 
the conductors or directors of companits 
of smugglers, the assurers, the parties 1D 
terested and their accomplices, in all eu- 
terprizes for defrauding the ene: 
They shall also have cognigauce oi : 
crimes and dejinqnencies committed 4 
the officers of the customs in breach ° 
their respective duties. The dciaivre 
sentences which they shall pnt 
after an interlocutory judgment — 7 
question of relevancy confirmed ny sae 
Court of Cassation, shail not ve — 
appeal.—6. Our Solicitors Gener al ‘ici all 
ed to tie sapreme courts, aball, omen 
r 


bein nese npoo his office % 
nap heannganecnd pannel Marquis 6° 
Castelar has ,been appointed im the p 

of the Marquis del Palacio. 
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prosecute the crimes mentioned in the 
preceding article, without the necessity of 
the superior officers of the customs adduc- 


ing a process verbal against the persons 
accused. All the proofs admissible, ac- 
cording to the provisions of the code of 
criminal process for the conviction of 
other crimes, shall be reccived in evidence 
avainst those charged with the crimes 
above stated.—Section Il.—-This estab- 
lishes an inferior set of courts with juris- 
diction in cases where confiscation, fine, 
or correctional punishafent only are neces- 
sary. Their sentences are subject to an 
appeal to the supreme court of the district, 
and afterwards to the Court of Cassation. | 
—Titte II.—{This Title relates merely to 
the forms of process to be observed in both 
the Ordinary and Supreme Ceurts of Cus- 
toms.}— Tiree IIL—Of Punishmenis.— 
Section L.—Of the Puntshments applicable to 
the Crime of Contraband exercised by an armed 
Force.—Art. 14. There is no innovation as 
to the punishments enacted by law with 
regard to fraudulent traffic carried on by 
an armed force.—-Section I]. Of the Pu- 
nishments applicuble.to Speculators, Assurers, 
Persons interested, or being Accomplices in a 
fraudulent Traffic in Prohibited Merchandite, 
and also Chiefs.of Bands.and Conductors or 
Directors of Companies of Smugglers.—Ant. 
15. Fraudulent dealers in articles of pro- 
uibited: merchandize or produce, assurers, 
all the parties concerned, or being accom- 
ices in such adventures, chiefs of bands, 


PS . a : 
conductors and directors of companies for | 


lraudulently trafficking in prohibited mer- 
chandize, shall be sentenced to ten years 
of hard labour, and branded with the let- 
ters V. D. 5 and this without prejudice to 
an adjudication of damages tothe State, 
proportioned to the profits they may have 
derived "from such. trafic..16, Persons 
herely employed in conveying the goods 
shall. be lable only to correctional. pu- 
ushments, if there be any mitigating cir- 
cumstances in.their favour. But over and 
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adjudged to. pay in the name of damages 
to the State a sum proportioned tc the pro- 
fits they may have received.—18. Mere 
| carriers.shall, in case of exteouating cir- 





—— 


cumstances, be punished only accordin 

to Art. 16.—Srcrion 1V.—Of the Punish. 
ments applicable to simple Smuggling.—19, 
Every person who, without that concert or 
connection necessary to constitute an “ 

venture or assurance, shall be found intro- 
ducing articles of merchandize clandes- 
tinely, and to the defrauding of the duties 
of customs, shall be subject to the punish- 
ments of correctional police, in confor- 
mity to the existing laws, and shall be 
handed over to the special superintendance 
of the supreme police, fora time of not 
less than three, and not exceeding six 
years upon conforming to Art, 16.—[ Title 
iV, relates to the distribution of the seiz- 
ures made of run goods. Title V, prohi- 
bits any compromise to stop prosecution, 


a 














ee 


except where the penalties and conusca- 
tions would exceed 3,000 francs, in which 
case a negociation may take place, under 
the authority of the Emperor, who wiil 
decide upon the report of a special com- 
mission.J—Tirrte VI.—Of the manner in 
which the Merchandize adjudged to confisca- 
tion shall be disposed of.—Strction L.—OF 
Prohibited Goods.—Art. 25. Prohibited 
merchandize adjudged to be coniiscated, 
shall no longer be exposed to sale. Our 
Grand Provosts, and the Seliciters General 
of our Provosts (Supreme) Coarts, shail 
draw up an inventory thereof, with a va- 
luation of their ordinary prices in: foreign 
countries, and the saine shall be sabmitied 
to the approval of our Minister ef Finance, 
—26. Thiey shall then proceed to burn, or 
otherwise destroy them publicly, of which 
proceeding they shall draw up a process 
verbal.—27. The sum to be distwbuted 
among the officers of the cnstoms, or 
others assisting in the seizure of prohibited 
merchandize adjudged to be confiscated 


_ and: burnt, sha!l be regulated by the said 


above such punishment, they shall be 


Placed under the superintendance of the 
Supreme Police for a period: of «not less 
than five, nor more than ten years—'fhe 
‘ecuriues which they must furnish, in 
Order to their hiberation, shall be regulated 
according te. the demand of the Director. 
of the Customs.sxSecrion Ill.— Of the Pu- 


‘whments applicable to fraudulent Trafic in 
“nged Goods. 17. Fraudulentadventurers 
ia tariffed merchandize, persons conducting ‘The said sales shall take pl 
‘ directing companies of smugglers, &c. 
ry such articles, shall be punished with 
““r years of hard labour, besides being 


| 


valuations, and the same shall be detrayed 


‘as a special charge, out of the ordinary re- 


venue of the customs.—-Secrion lL—y 
tarificd Merchandize.—Art. 23. Merchan- 
dize subject to the tarif, which may be ad- 
judged to confiscation, shell be publicly 
sold. by auction. They shall,.in order 
thereto, be transported to and collected in 
those places where it may be presumed 
that the sale will be most advantageous. 
ace once in 
every six months, and shall be advertised 
a month, at. least, prior to the time ap- 
pointed; in the advertising papers of the 
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different deparfmerits, ‘with & ‘Tist’ of the 
articles and sorts of merchandize and pro- 
duce.—29. Hf it shall be necessaty’to ex- 
pedite the sale of any part of the Safd mer- 
clrandize, special reports shall be made to 
us relative to the same, by our Minister 
of Finance.—30, Our Grand Judge, Mi- 
nister of Justice, and our other Ministers, 
each in what concerns him, are charged 
with the execntion of the present Decree, 
which shall be inserted in the Bulletin of 
«Laws. (Signed) Naporron. 
[A schedule is subjoined, designating 
the places where the Supreme and Ordi- 
nary Courts are to sit, and describing their 
respective districts. There are seven Su- 
prente and thity-four Ordinary Coarts.] 
Frankfort, Oct. 23.—The following De- 
eree and Proclamation have been publish- 
ed in this city :—Napoleon, &c.—Consi- 
deving, that the city of Frankfort is glatted 
with English and colonial merchandize, 
imported in the course of last sammer by 
Holland and the ports of the North; That 
the merehants who have entered into a 
traffic im the merehandize prohibited by 
the Decree of Berlin, 1507, knew that 
they were incurring the risk of confisca- 
tion; that the greater part of the merchan- 
dize in question is only entered to account 
corrent, and is stil the property of the 
merchants ; that these merchandizes also, 
are destined to be smuggled into France, 
which keeps up’a war of customs upon 
oor frontiers ; that England is not only at 
war ‘with France, but is also at war with 
the Teague of the Rhine; finally, That in 
the decree of Berlin we notified that 
wheresoever our troops should be, all Eng- 
lish merchandize there found should be 
confiscated, and that this measure has al- 
ready been carried into exeeation at Stet- 
tin, Dantzic, and all over the north of Ger- 
many; We have decreed, and do decree 
as follows :—Art. 1. All English or colo- 
nial merchandize, or articles proceeding 
from English commerce, found in Fratitt’ 
fort on the Maine, shall be put under se- 
questration. 2. A commission shall be 
appointed by our cousin, the Prince of 
Eckmuhl, the Commander in Chief of the 
armies in Germany, to take all the mea- 
sares necessary to the execution of the 
present Decree, until our determination 
shalt have been declared with regard to 
the said sequestration. © 3. Our Ministers 
at War and Finance are charged with the 
execution of the present Decree.—Done at 


POLITICAL REGISTER.— Oficial Papers, 





[999 
Fontainbleau, this 14th October; 1810, 
(Signed) Navouzos, 


Proclamation. ~ : 
From the date hereof all awners or con. 
signees of English or: colonial merehan. 
dize are prohibited from conveying any 
part of their merchandize out of the city 
of Frankfort, under pain of confiscation 
All the meredants are enjoined to repair 
to the office of the Comniission established 
at Darmstadt Hotel, and to give it a de- 
clarauion of every description of Basiisl 
or colonial merchandize which they may 
have in: their’ tiouses or elsewhere:—Sucir 
merchants as may have depesited goods, 
and those who have them in keeping, shal 
be equally obliged to make declaration o! 
the same.—All English or colonial mer- 
chandize, or articles proceeding from Eng. 
lish commerce, not declared m the space 
of 24 hours from’ the date-of the publica- 
tion. hereof, shall be confiscated.—For 
this purpose domiciliary visits shall be 
made to the houses both of merchants and 
others.——If the declaratian should not be 
exact, the part of the merchandize not de 
clared shalt carry with»it the confiscation 
of the whole. —The merchants, agents, and 
dealers, shall deliver to the Commiussto, 
within the space of twenty-four hours, a 
statement of all the merchandize proceed. 
ing from English commerce, that bas beei 
received; and sent off within the last fou: 
months, which. statement must be corro- 
borated by their book of entry for the 
articles received and sent off:—The. said 
book shall be provisionally balanced, and 
immediately returned to the merchants, 1 
order to their being reproduced at the ume 
of verification.—Persons giving informa- 
tion of undeclared merchandize, shall be 
rewarded with a fifth of their valuela- 
habitants of Frankfort, measures are taken 
to ensure the execution of the orders . 
his Imperial and Royal Majesty, wie 


task has been committed to me by ‘his de- 


rene Highness the Prince of Ec = 
Your repose, your commerce, with the oe 
ception ef what is prohibited, and the Sed 
tivities in whieh you habitually ind a 
at the period of the vintage, wil 7 
for an instant interrupted by them-—"™ 
magistrates ate required to — a 
post forthwith the t Decree an goed) 
clamation, in’ bot . ‘ —(5 tol 
—Friant.—General of Division, senior 
the Empire.-Head Quasters, at Fran 

on the Maine. - - stitiei - 
a sl 
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